
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   DECEMBER 2019 

 
Introduction from Acting Principal, Kerry McCullagh 

I have massively enjoyed the challenge of being Acting Principal of CGS this term, and I would like to thank the 
army of people who have worked tirelessly to help me. Firstly, our incredible team of talented and dedicated 
teachers and the non-teaching and support staff who make the school work day-in-day-out. Second, the energy, 
expertise and endowments that our governors and sponsors generously give to the school. Third, our wonderful 
PTA and the wider parent body. Finally, the family of school leaders within the Trust and across local schools. As 
Acting Principal I have found that educational leaders across the City of Bristol have a common purpose beyond 
their own school’s performance measures to want to create a better future for all Bristol’s young people. 

My biggest thanks, however, has to go the incredible students at CGS. The Year 13s who have been making 
exciting (and sometimes terrifying) decisions about university and life beyond school; the Year 12s making the 
massive step up to independent learning at post-16; the Year 11s who were magnificent throughout their mocks; 
Year 10s who are getting to grips with new GCSE courses; Year 9s working towards the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
in record numbers; Year 8s who kept the tradition of the Greek and Latin plays going, and the Year 7 who have 
settled in so well, it’s hard to believe that this is only the end of their first full term. There is a calm purposefulness 
about the school that allows everyone to thrive and strive to be their best. 

At a time when young people are often characterised as being apathetic and disillusioned with democracy, the 
level of political discourse and student leadership at CGS and V6 has been impressive. From our Eco Committee 
launching our recycling project, to our student council presenting me a thought-out series of proposals, or the 
inspirational speeches from our Head Student Team, students are expressing their opinions in positive, engaging 
and compelling ways. Visiting politicians have experienced the powerful voices of our students: from Marvin Rees’ 
grilling on the cost of transport to our Bristol West candidates taking Hustings questions on the NHS, funding for 
school and the Cumberland Basin Plans. Despite the very real challenges facing Britain and the world today, 
working at a school like CGS and the V6 Sixth Form makes you feel eternally optimistic about the future – for 
which I feel huge gratitude. 
 
Have a lovely Christmas holiday break. 
 
Mrs McCullagh 
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Spirit of Aviation 
 

In October, three Year 10 students resumed their 
training with Spirit of Aviation: a charity that aims to 
promote an interest in aircraft and leadership skills 
among young people in Bristol.  

 
After successfully completing 
the last year's course of flight 
simulation and drone control 
training, our students were 
given the opportunity this 
time to fly gliders at the 
Bristol and Gloucestershire 
Flying club at Kemble.  

Sir Ian Mcfayden, 
Chairman of Spirit of 
Aviation said 
throughout the course 
“the students had 
become increasingly 
focussed and engaged”. 
 

Mr Bray 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Carol Service 
 
 

The school community came 
together for the annual Carol 
Service at Clifton Cathedral in 

December. We were privileged to 
hear our talented choir and 

orchestra perform some lovely 
festive arrangements. 

The event was well attended by 
staff, students and their families. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     Key Dates & Term Dates 2019/20 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 

Tuesday 17th December End of Term 

SPRING TERM 2020 

Monday 6th January INSET (3) 

Tuesday 7th January Term Starts 

Mon 17th – Fri 21st February Half Term 

Friday 3rd April End of Term 

SUMMER TERM 

Monday 20th April INSET (4) 

Friday 8th May May Day Holiday 

Mon 25th – Fri 29th May Half Term 

Friday 26th June INSET (5) 

Friday 3rd July End of Term 
 

Malcolm X Performance 
 
 

Acta Community Theatre have been working in the community, in schools and 
community centres for the past 33 years, helping to make theatre accessible for all.  
During the past 15 years they have been working with a group of African-Caribbean Elders (aged 65-85) who are part of the Malcolm X 
Elders Forum (based at the Malcolm X Centre in St Pauls). At CGS we were privileged to welcome the Malcolm X Elders in to perform 
their 'We Have Overcome' production for our Year 10 and some 6th Form students, with the opportunity afterwards for students to 
participate in a Q&A with the Elders. 

‘We Have Overcome’ is an original theatre show created and performed by Elders 
from the African-Caribbean community as a way to creatively engage our young 
people and local communities with their stories and experiences. The true stories 
within the show have been carefully gathered and selected to develop understanding 
and educate the audience on the experience of the Windrush Generation, with a 
focus on their contribution to British life and culture. The show describes the arrival of 
the Elders when they first moved to Bristol in the 60s - of finding housing and 
employment, gaining qualifications, working for the NHS and introducing the African-
Caribbean culture to UK life.  
 

The play used song, drama and dance to create a light-hearted but honest storytelling theatre piece which leaves the audience with 
a clear sense of understanding and strong connections with the performers. 

Mrs Edwards 
 
 

http://www.colstonsgirls.org/651/term-dates-2019-20


 

 

PTA Newsletter December 2019 
 

Dates for your diary: 
 

23 January Year 7/8 parents only quiz night and social 25 February PTA meeting 

25/26/27/28 February  School play ‘Chicago’ and sale of raffle tickets 28 April PTA meeting – Summer Fair Planning 

20 June Summer Fair 

 
What have we approved and funded or purchased this school year: 
 

£1500 for the STEAM curriculum £1000 (£200 for each head of house) for house prizes 

£100 to pay for having another presentation from Dr Dominique Thompson £63 approx. for various books for Religious Studies 

£350 for electrical equipment for Food and Nutrition 

Giant Jenga, Giant Snakes and Ladders, Limbo – Garden/Village games to be used for school events, summer fair etc. They will be used the 
first time for the Snow Ball on Friday, the 13th of December 

Approx. £500 for the delivery of cupboards, tambours, display boards, chairs, whiteboard, water cooler, display cabinet, stationery, fridge, 
safe, fire extinguishers via CollectEco donations. The items listed above would have cost £1000s to purchase 

 
Spring Raffle 
 

We are aiming to raise £1000 urgently needed for the school library. The seating at the computer desktops and for reading needs replacing. 
In order to be able to run the Raffle we need high quality donations. We also accept all unwanted gifts. Maybe some parents/carers have 
contacts to businesses who would donate high quality prizes. Could you please let us know if you are able to help with the sourcing of prices, 
so that we know if we can go ahead with the planning. 
A more detailed letter with all the timelines has been sent out to everyone. 
 

Donations 
 

We accept donations (Raffle prizes, uniforms, vouchers – any non-perishables) anytime. You can just drop them off at reception and send us 
a quick note via e-mail that you left something there 
 

Easyfundraising and Amazon Smile 
 

We started with Easyfundraising early 2018 and have now raised £475.60 and have 81 supporters. Well done to all of you. This is easy 
money which does not require any efforts other than doing online shopping by activating Easyfundraising. I am sure we can do much better 
than this. We will be sending out another information letter on how to activate Easyfundraising and also on how to activate Amazon Smile. 
Amazon has dropped out of EasyFundraising and is using its own platform now. We have activated Amazon Smile for the CGS PTA so just 
give it a go and register for it, as well as registering for Easyfundraising 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cgs-parent-teacher-association-colstons-girls-school/ 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/   (select 'CGS Parent Teacher Association' as your charity) 
To promote Amazon Smile we are planning on doing some film clips. You should have received an e-mail from school with more information. 
 

PTA AGM 
 

Both the chair and co-chair will stand down at the end of the year. We had tried to stand down for the AGM in November but had no 
volunteers forthcoming to take on the roles. 
 

We will run and organize the following events until the end of the school year: 

Year 7/8 parents quiz night and social Spring Raffle (if we get enough donations) 

Summer Fair Fundraising (inc Easyfundraising and Amazon Smile) 
 

The Chair and Co-Chair will step down after the summer fair. If we do not manage to replace the PTA committee until then, we have several 
options: 
 

- The PTA will cease to exist, and all remaining funds will be handed to the school 
- PTA Charity status and bank account will be cancelled (this means no more Amazon Smile or EasyFundraising) 
- The PTA will possibly change to a ‘Friends Association’ which supports only the Summer Fair. For this the bank account can be kept, the 
charity status can stay with all its advantages but for this option we still need volunteers to handle the administrative parts even though very 
much reduced.  
 

We welcome any suggestions, just drop us a line.  
Have a very Merry Christmas and a good start to the New Year. 
 

Your CGS PTA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/cgs-parent-teacher-association-colstons-girls-school/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Onatti Theatre French Performance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CGS French students were recently 
visited by the Onatti Theatre Company 
who performed ‘Les Garçons’ - Merci 
beaucoup! 

Ms Shail 

Polyglots Enrichment 
 

 

Well done to the Mandarin 
Chinese for Beginners class and 
Y10 Russian GCSE group who 
have been welcoming and 
conversing with visitors to the 
school from China and 
Kazakhstan over the last three 
weeks.   

British Council Award 
 
 
 
 
 
The British Council has recently 
commended the reaccreditation Action 
Plan for the International School 
Award.  
 
They congratulated CGS in the 
following areas: 
 

- The activities in school enhance 
teaching and learning 
- There is a commitment to 
internationalism 
- Citizenship is a focus and embedded 
within the curriculum   
- The school is playing an 
ambassadorial role in using 
international networks to support 
language learning 

Ms Shail 

 

Visit from Bristol Mayor, Marvin Rees 
 

Marvin Rees' visit began with a tour of the 
school with some students from the Eco 
Committee, he then met the team of 
students running the CGS mock election and 
gave them advice on campaigning.   
 
After talking to Mrs McCullagh about how he can help schools in Bristol he 
took questions from a group of year 10 and 11 students. The topics that 
proved most controversial were travel costs, mental health support services 
for young people and the Cumberland Basin Development. Marvin Rees 
inspired and challenged the students to not be bystanders criticising the 
system from the outside but to become agents for change by throwing 
themselves into political engagement and community leadership.  
 

The students were keen to get involved in the 
period poverty initiative across the city and 
to take up Marvin Rees' invitation to visit the 
Council House and use the chamber for a 
debate. 

 
Mrs McCullagh 

Bristol Uni  
A Level Lecture 

 
In November I went to a lecture on 
Bavaria at Bristol University that was 
entirely spoken in German. I found the 
experience really interesting as an A 
Level German student as it allowed me, 
not only to get a chance to practice the 
language, but to learn more about the 
specific culture of Germany: for 
example, I found out that Germans 
typically knock on tables at the end of 
presentations instead of clapping.  
 
The lecturer made sure to use language 
accessible to anyone studying the A 
Level course which made the 
experience even more engaging and, as 
someone who isn't a native speaker, it 
is an event that I would highly 
recommend to anyone studying 
German. 
 
 

Tulin Carter 

Multicultural Book Club 
 

This term saw the launch of the 
Multicultural Book Club, which 
meets each week to read books 
and poems written by black and 
minority ethnic authors.  

The aim of the group is to explore different cultures 
and investigate how writers express this through the 
medium of film and literature. 
 

The group is currently reading a book about the 
experiences of a Muslim teenager at non-Muslim 
school in Melbourne. We discover how the lead 
character grows more confident in her beliefs and 
identity. We will be tweeting our recommendations 
next term.  

Ms Swann 

SustainabiliTREES 
 

Year 10 Geography have been 
making SustainabiliTREES this 
term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In lessons the Geographers have 
been learning about sustainability. 
This information was added to the 
leaves of the trees to make 
beautiful, informative designs. 
 

The students plan to make them 
into a card to send to David 
Attenborough! Well done Year 10 
Geography for their creativity and 
excellent Geography knowledge! 

 

Miss Baggaley 

Erasmus Student at CGS 
 

Many thanks to Rosa who has been supporting students in German and 
Biology lessons during the last few months. Students from the Year 7 and 
8 German Club had the opportunity to learn more about German culture 
and conversation. Rosa has enjoyed her stay here in Bristol and hopes 
that her time in school has helped our students to greatly develop their 
language skills. 

Mrs Donovan 



 

 

Contact Details 
 

If you have recently changed your email 
address, postal address or telephone number 
please update us at  

info@colstonsgirls.org  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Support Programme for Spring 
 

Please find below a list of events taking place in school to 
support students’ wellbeing. All events will take place at 2.45 in 
Space (in the library) 
 

Thu 23 Jan 
 

Safe Relationships 
With Miss Jones 
 

Thu 6 Feb 
 

Exam stress 
With Miss Jones 
 

Thu 5 Mar 
 

Making Positive 
Friendships 
With Miss Jones 
 

Thu 19 Mar 
 

Bereavement 
With CRUSE 
 

Thu 2 April Anxiety 
With Miss Pearce 
 

 
 
 

Miss Jones 
 
 
  Top Tips for the Festive Season 

 
Christmas can be a time of joy and love and sharing for many, but some people find this a challenging time of the year for various and very 
personal reasons. Make an effort to look out for your friends, especially those who you know may be more vulnerable. Look out for 
people you know who do not seem themselves. Ask friends and family how they are, talk together and make plans for the holiday. Take 
extra special care of yourselves too, and if you are, or you find yourself over-doing it, try and include some self-care in your New Year’s 
resolutions.  
 
When considering the New Year and new beginning, think about what you and your friends can do for your mental, as well as your 
physical health. Remember you are of one body and one mind, look after it as best you can…. See you in 2020! 

Ms Tuckey (School Counsellor) 

Useful Wellbeing Contacts for Info & Advice 
 
Off the Record:  
www.otrbristol.org.uk 
Information and advice for young 
people on a range of topics.  

Young Minds: 
www.youngminds.org.uk 

Information and advice for 
young people. 

 
ChildLine: www.childline.org.uk 
1:1 online counselling services  
available. Information for young  
people on various topics. 

Samaritans: 116123 
https://www.samaritans.org 

Whatever you're going through, a 
Samaritan will face it with you, line 

open 24/7. 
 

Mind: www.mind.org.uk 
Provides advice and support to  
empower anyone experiencing  

a mental health problem. 
 

 
 
 

We appreciate that this time of year, whilst lots of people are having 
fun it can be incredibly stressful for others. Please see our Student and 
Parent Portals for advice and guidance in terms of keeping safe, 
managing difficult situations and how to best support your child. Have 
a peaceful winter break. 

Mrs Edwards 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medical Conditions & Lost Property 
 

Please make sure we are aware of any recent medical changes so  that 
students can get the best possible support while in school. Please ensure 
that you notify the school. Please email: suada.dushaj@colstonsgirls.org 
 

Can we also remind you that all uniform and PE kit needs to be clearly 
labelled with the student’s full name. Please report any lost property to:  
cgs-lostproperty@colstonsgirls.org 

Mrs Dushaj 

Parent Access – Class Charts 
 

REMINDER: If you haven’t already 
done so, please create a Class 
Charts Parent Account by logging 
onto www.classcharts.com 
You will need your unique access 
code.  
 

If you have not received this code, please contact your 
child’s Tutor. You can view House Points, negative 
behaviour points, detention notifications and 
homework set using this account.  Your child also has 
their own student account. 

 

Mrs Cooper 

Social Media 
& Technology 

 

If you are thinking 
about buying an  
electronic device for 

your child at Christmas and worried about the safety 
features, please have a look at internetmatters.org 
which supports parents/carers with social media and 
other platforms, such as Netflix. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@colstonsgirls.org
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Frank House News 
 

Frank has begun our week-long Christmas card 
sale for our house charity event. We have been 
raising money for Caring in Bristol who provide  
help and support for the homeless over Christmas card.  
There has been an amazing selection of cards and Frank students have 
shown great responsibility in helping support the cause. FRANKyou 
FRANK! 

Miss Baggaley 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Curie House News 
 

Always in the competitive spirit, 
Curie 3 won our recent in-House 
Bench Ball competition.  
 

Though we missed Year 11 who 
have been working hard for their 
mock exams, students and tutors  
shared their respective benches to ensure victory for their tutor group.  
 

This was a great opportunity to work collectively within tutor 
groups and prepare for the Christmas inter-House Competition. 
 

Mr Nodes 
 
 

 

CGS Mock Election 
 

On Wednesday December 11th, students at CGS participated in a mock 
election. We had representatives from Labour (Poppy Anderson), the 
Conservatives (Samuel Lane), the Liberal Democrats (Sonya Lalli), the 
Green Party (Mira Kondorosi and Niamh Walsh) and the Brexit Party 
(Dania Amin). Candidates spoke to all students at hustings on Tuesday, 
laying out their party's policies and taking questions from the students, 
and then visited the polls during lunchtime on Wednesday. We had a 
turnout of around 60% and the Labour candidate was returned as the CGS 
MP for the next parliamentary session, in spite of a viral campaign 
launched by the Brexit party and compelling arguments put forward by all 
the nominees.  

 

Tribute should be paid to all the candidates and their spin 
doctors for preparing themselves so thoroughly and the V6 
Politics students, who acted as advisers throughout the 
preparation period. The candidates also attended our Bristol 
West hustings last week and introduced the four candidates who 
are standing for election in the CGS constituency. I'm 
exceptionally proud of the maturity, respect and effort 
demonstrated by all of those who took part.  

 
Mrs Thorne 

 

Johnson House News 
 

This term the Johnson House leaders ran 
a charity event in memory of a former 
student. They organised a Macmillan 
Cancer coffee morning at school on the 
27th September, it was very successful 
and lots of cake was eaten! They raised 
£147.30 for the charity and are already 
busy planning the next charity event! 
 

Miss Hargreaves 

Charity Events this Term 
 

Our students have been supporting various charities 
this term –not just with the House fundraising 
charitable events but with whole school events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
In October the school was awash with a sea of red 
when we supported “Show Racism the Red Card” 
where students wore a red accessory to show their 
support for the charity and in November students  

supported Children in 
Need Day and raised 
over £637.56 with a 
non-uniform day and 
bake sales. 
 
 

Mrs Carleton 

Staff Vacancy 
 

We are currently recruiting for the post of School Administrator. 
 

Please see the CGS Website under ‘Work With Us’ for a job description 
and details of how to apply. 
 

Closing date:  Tuesday 7th January 2020 at 9:00.  
 
Interviews: Tuesday 14th January 2020. 

http://www.colstonsgirls.org/652/vacancies/career/1270/school-administrator


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from Miss Keddie, Acting Head of Mathematics 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It is with a heavy heart that I inform you that I will be 
stepping down as Acting Head of Mathematics from 12th 
January 2020.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Colston’s 
Girls’ School for the challenge working here has given me, 
allowing me to develop into the individual I am today. 
Both staff and students have shaped my experiences at 
CGS and I leave with memories that I will cherish forever. I 
am proud to have been a part of a community that strives 
to encourage and motivate each of the students that walk 
through the doors and ensure they excel in all aspects of 
school life.  
  

I would also like to congratulate Mr Tim Walker who will 
be taking over as Acting Head of Mathematics. Since 
joining us in September he has excelled in the role of Key 
Stage 4 Coordinator and I wish him all the best in his new 
post. 
 

I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.  
 
Best Wishes,  
 

Miss Keddie 
 
 

 

Future First 
 

We are delighted to inform you 
that Colston’s Girls’ School is 
working with the education  
charity Future First to build a thriving alumni community. 
Amongst our former students is a whole host of talented role 
models who we want to connect with in order to celebrate 
their success and inspire our current students.  
 

Alumni can be brought back to offer careers and education 
advice, mentor students, provide work experience placements 
and much more besides.  
 

We need you! 
 

Please help us reach out to our former students using your own 
networks. From doctors to dancers, pilots to plumbers, we 
need alumni from a range of careers to open our students’ eyes 
to what’s possible. If you are a former student or know of any 
who’d like to stay in touch and give back to their old school, ask 
them to sign up at:  
 
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/colstongirls 
 
 

 

Governor Profile - Angela Marsden 
 

I joined CGS as a Governor two 
years ago because I was keen to 
help support the school in the 
development of its students. I am a 
qualified solicitor and company 
director providing business 
consultancy advice predominantly 
in the legal and insurance sectors.  
 

Through my involvement as a Governor and various 
collaborations with the CGS students I soon realised that 
many of them are interested in my areas of work. I have 
been fortunate to meet with a number of students to 
discuss paths into law and to answer questions that they 
have raised. I have facilitated introductions to some of my 
clients and have provided practical assistance, such as 
with interview preparation, enabling one student to 
secure a legal position this year. Whilst being appreciative 
of the university route that I took, I am keen also to 
promote alternative means to qualification which may 
better suit some individual's learning preferences.  
 

On the back of my experiences I have encouraged other 
Governors to draw upon their skills, knowledge and 
networks to help the onward learning journey of the great 
students at the school. I am proud to be a Governor of 
CGS and all that it stands for. 

 

 

 

 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all of our D of E Participants who 
successfully completed their award in the 2018/19 academic 
year. We are very proud of the difference that these 
students have made to their communities, and of their 
efforts in developing life-long skills. 

 

 

 

http://www.twitter.com/celebrating_cgs
https://www.instagram.com/v6_bristol/
https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/signup/colstongirls

