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1. Will there be an uplift to grades based on last year's turmoil (eg no live lessons until very late in the year) 
and the massive impact on mental health both last year and this year? Is this quantifiable? 
We have been given strong indications that the results for this year's cohorts will be in line with last year - in 
other words that grade boundaries and expectations will be lowered to recognise the impact on learning of 
the lockdown - this only fair to the cohort 

2. When will students be given their target grades? 
Until we know the basis on which grades will be awarded it is difficult to give valid current performance 
grades. We understand that parents and students wish to have clear information about their current and 
predicted performance but until we know more this could be speculative and could be unhelpful. But we will 
keep this under review. Students will receive 1:1 feedback from their teachers only at this stage. 

3. Will there be exams when we return to school? 
We will await the further guidance from Ofqual, we will also want to ensure students are ready before 
assessing, and provide a full range of opportunities, including if possible, but not limited to, formal 
assessment such as mock examinations. 

4. I think as students worked really hard, it is useful to them to know how they did. Especially on an 
emotional level. Maybe you could let them know if they are on the right track. 
This is a really good point, we will ensure that students have full feedback including 1:1s with their teachers - 
these conversations will provide students with the information they need to know how they are doing and 
what their next steps should be. 

5. Will the target grades be updated from the last target grades received in December? 
The target grades will be reissued to all year 11 (these are set by an external body, are ambitious and 
generated from national statistical data). 

6. We were asked to submit predicted grades not target grades to the post 16 applications and that's what 
we have done. Does that need to change? 
We would advise that you send your new report with target grades onto the post-16 centers you have 
applied to in additional to the previous information that you have provided. This can only help your 
applications. 

7. Will students still get mock papers back to help with feedback on what they need to work on? 
We will have to await the Ofqual guidance before we know if this is possible. 

8. Are the march mocks for year 11s still taking place? 
If possible formal assessment will form part of the opportunities that we provide for student to showcase, 
the timing will depend upon the COVID context - we encourage students to be learning/revising as if they 
had examinations in the summer. 

9. Can you let us know when the students will get their target grades? 
We are preparing these and hope to send out next week 

10. Will teachers have a say in whether they think the mini exams are a good idea ? 
Teacher unions are representing teachers in this process with the government and Ofqual - we are working 
with our unions to advocate for our students 

11. What is the difference between predicted grades and target grades? 

At CGS/V6 we award three types of grades in reports: 

Target Grades 

Key Stage 4 

At CGS we use FFT Aspire to produce target grades for year 10 and 11 students. FFT is a non-profit organisation 
established in 2001 as part of the Fischer Family Trust. FFT is used by 13,600 schools, MATs and Local Authorities. 
They are focussed on providing accurate and insightful information to schools which enables young people to 
achieve their full potential and schools to improve. At CGS we use the very high progress benchmark (5th percentile 
or FFT5) and are ambitious for our students to achieve highly. The benchmarks are based on the progress made by 



similar pupils nationally. The FFT model uses prior attainment (KS2 data), gender and month of birth as a starting 
point for pupils to produce the benchmarking ranges. 

Key Stage 5 

In V6 we use LPUK (Learning Plus UK) in line with Bristol City Council. LPUK uses GCSE grades to generate subject 
specific personalised targets for every student. We generate targets for year 12 at the 70th percentile based on the 
complete national dataset and move these up to 80th percentile in year 13. Subject teachers are invited to moderate 
targets to ensure that every student’s target grade is appropriately challenging and a good guide of potential ahead 
of University and Apprenticeship applications. 

Current Performance Grades (CPG) 

The grade a student is currently performing at across a range of assessments e.g. mock examinations, in class 
assessments, tests, homework tasks 

Expected Final Grade (EFG) 

What grade the teacher expects the student to achieve in external examinations if they continue to work and 
progress at their current rate 

Without knowing what Ofqual will ask us to assess we can not currently issue CPGs or EFGs but will issue target 
grades to all year 11 and any year 13s who require data to support next steps applications 


