
COLSTON’S GIRLS’ SCHOOL 

YEAR 7 ENTRY FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

Please find below some questions and answers raised at our first virtual open events by both 

parents/carers and prospective students, which we hope you will find useful.  

 

CURRICULUM 

Do students take double or triple science? 
Students are taught triple science, we then decide which examination is the right pathway for them 
in Year 11, this may be triple or the combined examination. 

 
Does the school offer Food Technology? 
We offer Food Technology through our STEAM curriculum and it is currently a GCSE subject. 

 
What things are made in the design element of STEAM? 
Design apps, mini aeroplanes, marble run, model flood-proof homes, board games, entries to the 
people's platform for projected design. 

 
Fingers crossed the need won't arise again, but what provision did you make during lockdown?  
Did you provide live online learning?  
We used a range of media and developed a programme of live and remote learning, and should the 
situation arise again, we are ambitious for this to be the new norm in such circumstances. 

 
What are the differences for your students, being in a girl’s school as opposed to a mixed school? 
We see girls who are confident in their behaviour, there are no stereotypes of what a girl 'should be'. 
We love seeing girls playing at break and lunch time together. 

 
After Year 7, are the students split into sets/forms based on ability? 
Only in our core subjects of Maths and Science. English is grouped by their languages choice. This 
changes in examination years. 

 
How many classes per year do you have? 
Currently we have a five-form entry. 

 
How many hours a week do the students have lessons in art, design and food tech? 
In Year 7, students have five hours of STEAM (including food tech, design) plus two hours of art. 

 
How many children go on to drama school? 
We do have several students each year who are successful in gaining scholarships, who go 
on to drama school. 

 
How much homework is issued to Year 7 students? 
Each subject sets homework on a fortnightly basis (weekly for core subjects).  The number of minutes 
to spend on homework is set on our ClassCharts app so students know how long to spend on pieces. 
They length of these pieces depends upon the year groups. Year 7 students usually have pieces of 20 
minutes homework.  
  



 
In what way do you challenge the children at CGS? 
We challenge students through our core values, our relentless focus on powerful knowledge in our 
curriculum and higher order thinking skills in our teaching. We also offer additional qualifications such 
as higher project qualification and additional mathematics qualifications at GCSE. We have very high 
expectations of our students in their conduct.  

 
The challenge curriculum... is that for those with a lower or higher ability? 
Challenge Curriculum is for students who may be behind their peers in the core skills of literacy and 
numeracy, and who would benefit from a small group setting to enable them to catch up, whilst  
learning the foundational skills of Humanities subjects. The idea is that they are academically 
challenged, but in a small, supportive environment. There are a maximum of 12 students, with a 
teacher and a TA working with the students. Students are chosen for this group on the basis of  
feedback from their primary schools, along with baseline testing when they arrive at CGS (Suffolk 
reading test and CAT tests). 

 
Do you use an online teaching platform that parents have access to so that we can help our 
daughters be organised when they start? 
At CGS we use ClassCharts, which helps both parents and students view homework, and also records 
rewards and behaviours. 

 
What enrichment options are available to creative students? 
We offer fine art, photography, batik, lino printing, origami, sculpting with paper, design techniques. 

 
How does the enrichment activity programme work? 
We publish a list of activities available for all year groups and students sign up for this at the beginning 
of the year.  Students rotate between activities each term. 
 

SPORTS 
 
Do children have the opportunity to swim competitively?  
We have an annual swimming gala where they can qualify to participate in more competitive galas. 

 
How much outside space does the school have within the grounds? 

We are an inner-city school so space is at a premium but we do make the most of our open spaces 
plus we currently use the shared sports facilities at Clifton College and Horfield Leisure Centre. 

 
Does the school have a dance hall? 
We don't have a dance studio but we do have a theatre that we use to dance in. 

 
We see that sports facilities are shared with Clifton College, how often does CGS have access to the 
grounds and how does the share work? 

We have access to the ground every morning and run PE lessons during periods 1 - 4. 

 
What sports do students participate in? 

Students have the opportunity to try netball, hockey, cross country, tennis, athletics, rounders, gym,  
dance, fitness, swimming, football, basketball, cricket. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  BEHAVIOUR 
 
How is any bullying or bad behaviour dealt with? 
We publish a behaviour policy, which is available on our website. 

 
Are detentions issued to Year 7 students for lateness to school in the first few days? 
We would encourage all students to be on time for school and we look to find out the reasons for 
lateness.  We would not give detentions for this in the first few weeks. 
 

HOUSE/VERTICAL TUTORING 
 
Can you tell me about the house system 

We have five houses, all named after strong, inspirational women.  There is a video prepared by our 
Heads of House on our website as part of our virtual open events. 

 
Could you tell us more about the vertical tutor groups? 
We have students from all year groups in our form groups, usually 4-6 students from each year group, 
in a form group of around 25 students. This means we have opportunities for mentoring and older 
year groups can support younger ones. This is especially helpful when Year 9 have to pick options 
and Year 7 are getting to know the school. We often find our Year 11 students start to support 
Year 10 and this helps them with their revision as well. 
 

PASTORAL 
 

Do the children have a "safe place" to go like student support for during the day if they have any 
difficulties with issues they don't feel able to deal with themselves? 
We have a pastoral system in place which includes tutors, Assistant Heads of House (who are 
non-teaching and available during the school day), Heads of House, a Welfare Officer, and weekly 
visits from a counsellor.  Pre-Covid, we had a "safe space" in operation where students having 
spoken to either one of the Assistant Heads of Office or the Welfare Officer, could spend a short 
time in the space.  We are not currently operating this space as we are unable to mix bubbles but 
it is the intention to reintroduce the facility when permitted. 

 

  SCHOOL DAY 
 

 
What are the school's start and finish times in the day? 
Under normal circumstances, our school day starts at 8:35 am with the first lesson. We ask students 
to arrive between 8:20 am and 8:30 am. School finishes at 3:45 pm on Monday and Wednesday,  
and 3:15 pm on Tuesday and Thursday. Friday is an early finish at 2:45 pm.  

 
What time do the school premises open? 
We expect all students on site from 8.20 am and we have a bookable morning provision from 7.45 am. 
 
Do you have any breakfast or after school clubs? 
Yes we do offer these.  Breakfast club is available from 7:45 am.   After clubs consist of sports,  
music, drama and these are free. 

 

 

 



LUNCH/BREAKTIME 

Is there a charge for the school lunches? 

Yes, the cost of a school lunch is £2.60 and this is paid for on our parent pay app. 

 
Are students able to bring a packed lunch? 

Our normal practice is that all years 7 and 8s have a cooked lunch that is paid for using our parent pay 
app.  Other year groups can either continue to have cooked lunches or bring packed lunches. 

 
Can students bring a snack for breaktime? 
Students can bring snacks for break time, although we do encourage healthy eating. 
 

TRAVEL 

Have do the students travel to school? 

We have a mixture.  There are some excellent bus links. There is a train station close to the back of 
the school entrance.  We are seeing a growing number of children cycling to school. 
 

TRIPS 

Do you do school trips or DofE awards? 
Yes we school trip and offer Bronze, Silver and Gold. 

 
Is there a camp or school trip at the start of Year 7? 
We do normally have a camp.  Unfortunately, we were not able to run it this year due to COVID. 
 

 

 

QUESTIONS SPECIFIC TO THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS CONTINUE ON THE NEXT 

PAGE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADMISSIONS/GENERAL 

How do I apply? 

Applications should be made on the Common Application Form, through your local education 

authority (usually Bristol City Council or South Gloucestershire).  This can be accessed on the local 

authority’s admissions website page.   Parents/carers are able to select a maximum of three 

preferences of secondary school for their child. 

 

What is the deadline for applications? 

31st October 2020 for the Common Application Form. 

 

How many places are available at Colston’s Girls’ School? 

We have 140 places in Year 7.  These will be allocated in the following order: 

EHCP (Statement) 

Children in Care 

Siblings 

Staff 

Children currently at The Dolphin School 

Random Allocation to those who applied to local authority by deadline of 31st October 2020 

 

What is the catchment area? 

We have a very wide catchment area, ranging from BS1 – BS16, classed as our “inner” band, and 

where we allocate 75% of the places (after allocating places for SENs, siblings, and the Dolphin).  

The remaining 25% of remaining places are allocated to those applicants living in postcodes BS17-

BS49 (there are also some GL and SN postcodes).  A full list of post codes can be found in the 

Admissions Policy for 2021/2022 on the school website. 

 

What about the Supplementary Form and the “test”? 

Colston’s Girls’ School no longer using a banding system for its random allocation places so it is not 

necessary for applicants to complete a supplementary form. 

Applicants applying under the criteria of Sibling, Staff, or Children currently at The Dolphin School 
should record this information on the Common Application Form – this is the only way we can identify 
these applicants. 
 
How many applications does CGS typically receive for Year 7? 
For the last academic year 826 applications were received for the 140 places available.  

 
Why did you go from an exam entry system to one without? 

We feel that a random allocation process allows us to select across all prior attainment and offer 
places fairly without the need for the assessment process.  
 
How many students are there at CGS? 
We have 940 students including sixth form. There are just over 750 in Years 7 to 11, with 140 being 
in Year 7.  
 
What percentage of your students are from low-income backgrounds? 
Our average intake is around 40% from low income background. 

 



Are we able to arrange a visit to the school, maybe even later in the year? 

Although we would be delighted to offer parents/carers the opportunity to visit the school, due to 
the current Covid-19 restrictions, this is unlikely to be this year.  We will hopefully be able to invite 
parents/carers of new Year 7 students who are offered a place to meet with us next Spring/Summer. 

 
The words under the CGS logo say 'Go and Do, thou Likewise'. What does this mean?  

This links to our mission statement to inspire all students to become confident, ethical and compelling 
individuals with the aspiration and qualities to shape a better future for all. 

 
Are fees payable for students to attend CGS? 
As CGS is an academy, we receive funding from central government and no fees are payable. 
 

My child has SEN needs.  What information can I obtain? 

Information on the school’s provision is available on the CGS website, by viewing the SEND report 

(click here).  If you child has an EHCP, please contact the SENCO by email 

(elaine.cogan@colstonsgirls.org) including details of the plan. 

 

How are Random Allocation Places allocated? 

75% of the available random allocation places will be allocated to applicants living in the “inner” 

catchment, BS1 to BS16.  25% to the “outer” catchment.  We will run a ‘random selection’ process, 

using a computer system, which will be overseen by an independent member of the Bristol City 

Council school admissions team. 

 

What is a Foreign Language place? 

CGS no longer offers foreign language places.  This has allowed us to offer more places under the 

Random Allocation criteria. 

 

I wish to apply under the Sibling criteria.  How do I do this? 

Parents/carers need to ensure they tick the sibling box on the Common Application Form.   

 

I wish to apply under Medical and Social Grounds, how do I do this? 

There is no option in the Admissions Policy for 2021 entry for applications based on Medical and 

Social Grounds. 

 

How do I apply for my daughter who is in Year 6 at The Dolphin School? 

Complete the Common Application Form through your local authority and enter information in the 

Reason box.   

 

When will I know if I’ve been successful? 

Offers of places will be made, on national offer day, by local education authorities on Monday 1st 

March 2021.  The school is not allowed to discuss offers directly with parents. 

 

If my daughter is unsuccessful on 1st March, what happens? 

When parents receive the offer of a school from the local authority, they will be given the option 

to go on the waiting lists for their three chosen schools, if they did not get any of them.  

Alternatively, if for example, your child was offered third choice, then parents have the option to 

go on waiting list for first and second choices.  Waiting lists are maintained by the local authority 

but the school will be able to give information on waiting list position.  To place your child’s name 



on the waiting list of any school, you will need to contact Bristol City Council school admissions (or 

your own local education authority if not BCC).  The school cannot place names on waiting lists on 

behalf of parents/carers. 

 

Do further places become available after 1st March? 

Yes, we expect further places to become available.  These are not extra places but ones where an 

applicant has declined the place or has been offered a higher preference place at another school.  

That place then becomes available to reallocate. 

There will be a second round of allocations, usually at the beginning of May.  However, to be 

considered for the second-round places, parents/carers must ensure that their child’s name is on 

the waiting list with Bristol City Council (or alternative LEA). 

Places can continue to become available after May, right up until the start of the new academic 

year in September. 

 

How does the waiting list work? 

The waiting list remains in the same order from the initial random selection process to September.  

Parents/carers may obtain their child’s position number on the waiting list from 

admissions@colstonsgirls.org after 1st March. 

 

What happens after September? 

The school will contact all parents/carers whose child remains on the waiting list to invite them to 

join the in-year waiting list.  There is no position number on this waiting list as parents/carers have 

the right to request inclusion on the list at any point during the academic year 2021/2022. 

 

I feel I have a case to appeal for a place at Colston’s Girls’ School.  How do I proceed with this? 

Parents/carers should advise Bristol City Council (or their own LEA), who will provide them with a 

‘request to appeal’ form.  The form is also available to download from the Colston’s Girls’ School 

website (click here). 

Appeals will be heard before a panel of independent members in June 2021. 

mailto:admissions@colstonsgirls.org

