
 

 

 
 

 
 
16 October 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
The Prime Minister announced new local COVID Alert Levels this week. Intended to further simplify and standardise 
local rules by introducing a three-tiered system of local COVID Alert Levels in England – medium, high and very high. 
A postcode checker has been created to allow everyone to enter their postcode and be directed to their local area’s 
risk level and an explanation of what we can and cannot do.  We have seen local schools dealing with individual cases 
and outbreaks and are working hard at CGS to remain always vigilant. 
 
I have gathered staff feedback, student questions, reviewed our plans with our Trust team, attended Local Authority 
briefings and collaborated with Head teachers and principals from across East Central Bristol. In response to all of 
this and in light of the changing local and national picture with COVID19 we will be introducing further COVID safe 
measures next half-term. I will be updating the students on these changes on the last day of term and send home 
full details in my next weekly update. I will also be asking for your comments and feedback. 
 
2021 exams 
On Monday, the government made an announcement about GCSEs, AS and A levels in 2021. The key points were as 
follows: 

⎯ Exams will go ahead, but most will be delayed by about three weeks, taking place between 7 June and 2 July. 

⎯ One maths and one English GCSE exam will be held just before the May half-term, to give pupils affected by 

Covid a better chance of still sitting a paper in each of these subjects. 

⎯ Results days will be Tuesday 24 August for A and AS levels and Friday 27 August for GCSEs. 

⎯ It is expected that awarding organisations will align the timing of vocational and technical qualifications with 

that for GCSEs, AS and A levels. 

⎯ Contingency measures will be developed, “in partnership with the sector”, to address “the range of scenarios 

which might impact students’ ability to sit exams”.  

⎯ Ofqual will spend the next six weeks consulting on what these contingency measures might look like, with 

more detail to be published “later in the Autumn”. 

⎯ No further subject-level changes to exams and assessments will be made, beyond those small adjustments 

already outlined by Ofqual. 

We will be providing in next week’s update a separate letter for each year group. This will set out the plans we have 
for next term and include information for years 11, 12 and 13 on the formal assessments that they should be using 
the holiday to begin preparing for. Our Heads of Subject and class teachers will provide students with all the materials 
they need to consolidate their learning, revise and practice their examination technique. 
 
Over the last two weeks, I have been meeting with all subject leaders with representatives from our Local Governing 
Board to review our Recovery Curriculum. As a consequence of these reviews; I am confident that our year 11 and 
13 students are very well placed to recover their lost learning and prepare effectively for examinations in 2021. The 
Recover Curriculum data collection we completed this week is allowing us to target time and resources and identify 
students who need additional support. All students from years 8-13 will receive Recovery Curriculum progress 
reports next week. Year 7 will be receiving a fuller report on their progress towards Age Related Expectations next 
half term. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/find-coronavirus-local-restrictions
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/students-to-be-given-more-time-to-prepare-for-2021-exams


 

 

In these difficult times the determined work ethic of our students together with the careful planning and subject 
expertise of our teaching staff are ensuring that CGS students can face the summer examination series with 
confidence. 
 
Concerns about students’ safety on public buses 
I received this email from a visitor to Bristol on Monday: “I understand that things are hard for teenagers during the 
current pandemic and that they were excited to be going home for the weekend after a hard week’s work.  However, 
at the bus stop near your school there was a very loud and close-packed group of your students, shouting,  without 
face coverings or any attempt at distancing between each other or other adult members of the public who were also 
waiting at the bus stop, including myself.  I was not the only person at the bus stop who felt the girls’ behaviour to 
be inappropriate in view of Covid19.  I know that it’s hard at that age to realise that one’s own behaviour can cause 
others anxiety or even danger of infection, but I wonder if the school could help your students better understand 
the potential impact of their behaviour on others?” 
 
I spoke to students about this on Wednesday and ask all parents/carers of all students who use public transport to 
please ensure that they are using face coverings and following social distancing rules. We will be doing spot checks 
on the bus stops outside school. 
 
Lunches 
Once again, many thanks to all the parents and carers who have participated in our trial pre order lunch system we 
will continue with this system after half-term.  Please ensure there is enough money to cover money owed and 
planned future lunch orders. 
 
Please click HERE to make your choices for next week. Please pre-select orders by 11pm on Sunday 18th October 
2020.  Many thanks for your continued support.  
 
 Our Library during lockdown 
Although the library is not fully open to all students, they are able to develop their reading and literacy in the 
following ways: 

• Using ePlatform, our online library which is open 24 hours a day. Students need to login with their school 
username and password. 

• Borrowing books from the mobile library trolley that will come around on a regular basis to your English classes 
• Requesting books using the library Select and Collect service - tell the librarian the kind of books you enjoy and 

we will pick a book for you to collect safely from Pupil Reception 
• Lots of useful information and interesting things to read can be found on the Library Portal. 

Students should remember to bring a reading book to school with them every day. If they need any other assistance 
with their reading please email the library: librarian@colstonsgirls.org. 
 
Parent Governor Elections 
We have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on our Local Governing Board, if this is something you would be interested 
in, please look at the letter HERE and submit your nomination by 3.45pm on Tuesday 10 November 2020. 
 
Uniform 
After the half term holiday students will be permitted to wear coats indoors and, in light of the fact that windows 
need to remain open for ventilation, in classrooms having asked their teacher’s permission. Hats, gloves and scarves 
will, however, not be permitted. We have had very few uniform issues since returning to school in September but as 
we approach the holidays can I remind you that only one small stud earring and no facial piercings of any kind (nor 
plasters covering them) are accepted in school. Please can you talk to your child about this so that they are clear on 

https://forms.gle/EVkZizLFsJ1dsgzU8
https://sites.google.com/colstonsgirls.bristol.sch.uk/libraryportal/home#h.p_ZJo5tF2cOvEX
https://sites.google.com/colstonsgirls.bristol.sch.uk/libraryportal/home#h.x3bofgaaiwcr
https://sites.google.com/colstonsgirls.bristol.sch.uk/libraryportal/home
mailto:librarian@colstonsgirls.org
file:///C:/Users/Debbie.Kirk/Downloads/Parent%20Governor%20Election%20October%202020.pdf


 

 

the uniform expectations upon their arrival back to school after the holiday and thank you in advance for your 
support in maintaining our high standards. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted Mrs Kirk to offer to volunteer at CGS; we are really grateful for these 
generous offers of support. 
 
With kind regards, 
 

 
 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 
 

 
 


