
 

 

 
 

18 September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
By the end of today every student will have had experienced the whole of their timetable, meeting all their new 
teachers and seeing the spaces they are working in this term. We are all getting used to the zoning and seeing real 
benefits in staggered break and lunchtime which gives each year group a an indoor and outdoor space and 
play/sport areas. There has been a lovely picnic atmosphere at lunchtimes with the students taking to the lawns to 
enjoy the sunshine. 
 
COVID-19 symptoms and absences 
We have seen a significant decline in our attendance figures since our fantastic first day when 99.04% of all students 
attended school. This week we have seen attendance rates fall as low as 87.78%. We appreciate parents and carers 
being cautious but we are keen to ensure that students only miss a day’s learning when it is absolutely necessary. 
 
It is very common for students (and staff) to catch colds at this time of year and making judgements about if 
symptoms are COVID-19 related or seasonal illness is difficult for everyone. We have placed a guide on our website 
on what actions to take if your child shows symptoms of COVID-19. The NHS’ Coronavirus in children states 
‘Children can get coronavirus (COVID-19), but they seem to get it less often than adults and it's usually less serious. 
 
The main symptoms of coronavirus in children are: 
 

- a high temperature 
- a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours 
- a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or things 

smell or taste different to normal 

Get advice from NHS 111 if you're worried about your child or not sure what to do.  
 
If a student exhibits possible COVID symptoms in school, our trained first aider will (wearing PPE) isolate the student 
in our private temporary medical room, call parents/carers and carry out an observational assessment to ascertain 
if COVID symptoms are present. We have to be cautious, but will always work with parents, who know their child 
and their health best to decide if the student needs to self-isolate at home and seek a test. 
 
Students working from home when self-isolating 
If a student is unwell they are not expected to work, just rest and recuperate.  However, for all students who are 
at home and are well enough to work, their teachers will set work on Class Charts and their Head of House will call 
home to monitor their progress and wellbeing. 
 
Year group bubbles and zoning of the school 
We had our first occasion of students not remaining in their bubble this week. We conducted a review to see if the 
students had made close contact with the other year group. Thankfully, this was not the case. However, we have 
to take students not following our year group bubble and zoning rules very seriously, use our behavior system and 
inform parents. It is wonderful that students are adapting to our new normal, enjoying school and being sociable, 
but we ask for all parents/carers to remind students of the importance of remaining COVID safe and to support us 
when we need to sanction students. As always for students who have specific SEND needs we will follow their 
EHCPs and provide bespoke interventions working closely with their parents/carers. 



 

 

 
Morning and Homework Club 
A reminder that our morning provision and homework club are now closed bubble groups and we cannot add 
students to these lists. We will treat these groups similarly to the year group bubbles in the event of positive test 
cases. Please inform us immediately if you wish your child to be removed from this list.  
 
Tutor meetings 
We are grateful for your patience as we work through the logistical challenge of ensuring that every student has 
the opportunity to meet with their tutor and/or key worker over this first term. Once we have all the arrangements 
finalized we are hoping that each student will see their tutor once a fortnight and we have asked tutors to 
subsequently contact  you following this. 
 
Contingency Planning 
Thank you to everyone who has completed the critical worker registration form. If you would like to register with 
us as a critical worker, please complete the google form below. If you have difficulty accessing this form please call 
0117 9424328 or email reception info@colstonsgirls.org for support.  
 
Critical Worker Survey Link 
 
 The deadline for this is 10am on Wednesday 23rd September.  
 
We are ambitious to provide a much wider and fuller range of live lessons via Microsoft TEAMs in the event of any 
future lockdown. To enable us to assess the feasibility of this we are asking all parents and carers who would find 
it difficult to provide their child with a device (computer/laptop/ ipad/tablet/smart mobile phone) and/or access 
to the internet for the duration of the school day to complete the google form below. If you require any help in 
completing this form, please call 0117 9424328 or email reception info@colstonsgirls.org for support. It is 
important that we know of any barrier to joining in live remote learning of every student in school so that we can 
help. 
 
IT Device Google Form 
 
Vote to decide if CGS should change our name 
On Monday 21st September three of our student leaders will launch two weeks of discussion and debate ahead of 
a student and staff vote to decide if CGS should change our name. The students will: 
- reveal the results from our public consultation (a copy of the evaluation of the consultation will shortly be 

available on our website) 
- encourage everyone to get involved and be respectful of the wide range of opinions 
- explain how everyone can use their vote to make this historic decision 

Teachers at CGS have developed a series of lessons to provoke deep thinking and provide safe spaces to explore 
opinions: 
- Our History department will teach to year 7-9 a series of lessons on ‘Memorialisation’ why do we choose to 

memorialise elements of our history? 
- Our STEAM department will teach year 7-9 a series of lesson about the ‘People’s Platform’ a design project to 

develop an image to be projected onto the plinth on which Edward Colston stood in the city centre 
- Our English year 10-11 lessons to carry out an analysis of the language in the media around the Edward Colston 

debate and leading to a piece of persuasive writing. 
- Every year group will have PSHE lessons on ‘Identity’ and exploring the events of the summer including BLM – 

developing a collective understanding of how to engage in discussion and debate about divisive issues that is 



 

 

respectful of different opinions. Leading to a critical analysis of a wide range of viewpoints from the public 
consultation. 

At the end of September all current students and staff will be eligible to vote. Each individual will be able to cast 
one vote. If the decision is to change our name our student working party 4 would present to our Trust Board a list 
of names gathered through the surveys. Taking into account the wishes of students, the Board would then reduce 
the list to three possible names and the students and staff would choose one from this short list. 
 
Uniform 
If a name change is the outcome of the vote it will take several months to develop and design any name/crest/logo 
changes and subsequent uniform change. Therefore, it will be well into 2021 before any new uniform would be 
launched and moreover there will be a transitional period during which either uniform could be worn to school. 
We recognise that buying secondary school uniform is a considerable expense for our families and will ensure that 
everyone is able to get full wear out of the purchases they make. Furthermore, we will offer financial support to 
families who qualify.  
 
Free School Meals (FSM) 
Many of our families are experiencing new economic hardship as a consequence of COVID 19 and we encourage 
everyone who may be eligible to apply for (FSM). As well as being entitled to a lunch at school every day for free 
there are additional bursaries available to support the cost of school uniform, trips and equipment. In addition, we 
receive additional funding for every student who qualifies for FSM called the pupil premium which we use to target 
support for individual students and to improve the quality of teaching for all. We are always very careful not to 
publicly identify FSM students. Full details of how CGS spends it pupil premium funds can be found on our website. 
 
You can find out if you qualify for and how to apply for FSM here. The government have also temporarily extended 
free school meal eligibility to include some children of groups who have no recourse to public funds. Please email 
my PA Mrs Kirk (debbie.kirk@colstonsgirls.org) if you require help applying for either of these funds. 
 
Lunches   
Many thanks to all the parents and carers who have participated in our trial pre order lunch system.  We will 
continue with this system for the foreseeable future.  Please be patient in terms of monies being deducted from 
your Parent Pay lunch accounts, we are still experiencing technical difficulties.  Please ensure that there are 
sufficient funds in the 'lunch wallet' in your Parent Pay account (those who have qualified for free school meals will 
not be charged).  The link for the menu for the week commencing Monday 21st September is within the link below.  
 Please ensure that choices for the coming week are made by 11pm on Sunday 20th September.  Please click 
https://forms.gle/33dPcd2ME1DtY7ce7 to select your choices.  
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
We are hoping that we will be able to resume the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme later this year and will contact 
the relevant families when we are in a position to re-launch this. 
 
Have a lovely weekend.  
  
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 


