
 

 

 
 
 

2 October 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
We launched our student and staff name change vote this week. All students and staff have until Sunday evening 
to make their choice and have their say. If the outcome of the vote is to change the name Working Party 4 will 
choose ten names to present as a long list to the Trust Board who will reduce this to a short list to go back to the 
students and staff for a second vote. Please do encourage your child to make their opinion count and take part in 
the vote. We have seen attendance rates rise again this week and have enjoyed another week of lively debate and 
discussion across the school. 
 
Uniform 
This week a change in the weather has marked a distinctive autumnal feel. We will be monitoring our uniform 
guidance and encourage students to wear white vests under their shirts if they are feeling the drop in temperature. 
We have zoned indoor social spaces for each year group to enjoy their social time inside in the warm. However, we 
do need to continue to have some windows open to be COVID safe and ensure good ventilation in classrooms and 
social spaces. We are asking teachers to conduct uniform checks each week to ensure that we retain our high 
standards around uniform. Please contact your child’s Head of House if you need to arrange a uniform agreement 
(for a financial, medical or other reason). We have spare items that we can loan out. In particular, we will be 
checking shoes meet our uniform requirements next week. 
 
Year 6 Open Evening 1st and 6th October 
We had our first Virtual Open Evening last night and have a variety of videos on our website; of our delightful 
students, about our school and around the name change consultation. Departments have also put together a range 
of presentations explaining the work of their teams. I thought that I would share this as you may find it of interest. 
If, of course, you know of anyone who has a daughter in year 6 who you think this may be of interest to, please 
signpost this to them. The link to our website 
 
V6 Open Evening 13th October  
We are currently finalising our plans for a virtual sixth form open evening which will include the following, all 
available on our website by 13th October: 

 A video virtual tour of the V6 site by current sixth form students. 
 A video presentation from Mrs McClean Assistant Principal Head of Sixth Form and current sixth form 

students.  
 Presentations from all subjects explaining subject content. 

In addition, we will provide a live presentation and opportunity to ask questions via a webinar format on the 
evening of 13th October. Timings for this event are currently being finalised and will be shared via our website as 
soon as possible. Admissions key deadlines can be found here:  
 
Admissions key deadlines 
 
Reflection Room  
As part of our inclusive community at CGS, we recognise that we have students from a diverse range of faiths and 
that some of these students need a quiet area for prayer, reflection and contemplation during their unstructured 
times, such as at lunchtime. To facilitate this under current Covid conditions, we need to create a closed list of 
students to create a reflection room 'bubble' - please complete the Google form below by Thursday 8th October 
2020 if your child requires access to this reflection room. Please note that students will not be able to consume 
food or drinks in the reflection room and they must understand it is a quiet room for all faiths.  
Reflection Room Google Form  



 

 

 
Lunches 
Many thanks to all the parents and carers who have participated in our trial pre order lunch system.  Thank you 
for your patience in terms of monies being deducted from your Parent Pay lunch accounts - it would appear that 
in some instances the payments are detailed as 'breakfast' or 'morning break' (these are not currently available), 
the money taken from your Parent Pay account is the charge for school lunches taken.    
 
Please ensure there is enough money to cover money owed and planned future lunch orders. 
 
Please click HERE to make your choices and pre-select orders by 11pm on Sunday 4th October 2020. 
 
Homework club  
For those parents and carers who have signed their child up for the homework club, thank you for completing the 
departure time google form - that has really aided the management of this club. If you need to adjust this, for 
example leaving early for a hospital appointment, please include a message for Homework Club in your 
communication to school. 
 
Information from Avon and Somerset Constabulary 
All principals and head teachers have been asked to pass on this information to the parents and carers in their 
communities: 
 
‘Last Saturday evening (September 26th) police received reports of a large gathering of young people in the 
Millennium Square on Bristol’s harbourside.  A group of up to 200 young people was reported and officers 
attending found large scale breaches of Covid legislation and had to call for support in order to disperse those 
present.  Whilst the majority of the group complied with what was being asked of them, a minority resisted those 
efforts and one arrest was made. 
  
It is clear that many young people are frustrated or confused by the contrast in acceptance of the larger ‘bubbles’ 
that are allowed in schools and social groups being restricted to 6 when in public places.  From a policing 
perspective whilst officers will continue to engage, explain and encourage compliance, enforcement options will 
be used for persons who fail to comply with what is being asked of them and breaches of the ‘rule of six’ will be 
dealt with.  This is consistent with national guidance and reflects the importance of compliance with the restrictions 
that are in place’. 
 
Severn Beach train line school ticketing discount system 
 
I am delighted to be able to announce that we have arranged again this year with GWR and Severnside CRP a ticket 
discounting system for CGS students traveling to and from school along the Severn Beach line.  
   
Travel throughout term 1 (from date of issue to 17th December) will cost just £20.50, payable via CGS’s ParentPay 
portal with students being issued with new ID badges that they will then use as evidence of payment for journeys.  
   
GWR will contact school if there is any unsafe or impolite behaviour during the commute and we will follow our 
usual behavioural policy as if the incident occurred at school. Lost cards can be replaced in school at a cost of £2.50  
   
If you would like to take up a discounted rail travel ticket through CGS please go online to ParentPay and make the 
payment. We will aim to make cards available to students within two school days of payments being made.  Cards 
will be issued within two days of payment and delivered to students in classrooms. 
   
I hope that this programme makes travel to school via train an even more attractive option for our students.  
 
Promoting cycling to school 



 

 

Bristol City Council is running a range of initiatives to encourage students to walk or cycle to school with a series of 
projects to make it easier and safer are rolled out across the city, including: 

- Cycling lessons, travel planning sessions, free bike hire, maps and journey 
planning at betterbybike.info and travelwest.info/communities 

- Active October: Win shopping vouchers by logging walking and cycling journeys in the October 
challenge with Travelwest and Sustrans. Register online. 

- New city centre bike lanes: traffic has reduced from two lanes to one on Lewins Mead and from Park 
Row to Marlborough Street, allowing for the installation of new bike lanes protected from traffic. 
Enabling works on Sunday 27 September will alter the junction between St Michael’s Hill and Perry 
Road.  

- Community pavement widening and improved cycle network – more info at 
bristol.gov.uk/covidroadchanges 

- Park & Stride: the council can help to identify an area nearby to schools where children can get 
dropped off and walk the remaining short distance. To make a suggestion 
email transport.engagement@bristol.gov.uk 

 
Read more: https://news.bristol.gov.uk/news/making-it-easier-to-walk-or-cycle-back-to-school  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of CGS, have a lovely weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 


