
 

 

 
 

20 November 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 

This week has continued to see single isolated cases of positive COVID test results in year 11, 12 and 13. We are 
really grateful for the swift action taken by many families in self-isolating early and preventing their child from 
coming into school during an infectious period. We are closely monitoring years 10 and 12, where two cases have 
been reported in both year groups. 
 
Unfortunately, we did receive a second and third positive result in year 7 on Thursday and in consultation with our 
Trust leadership and the local health protection team decided to close the year 7 bubble. We understand this is the 
most difficult year group bubble to close for our families and we will be working hard to ensure that all year 7s are 
able to follow their normal school timetable from home with most lessons being taught live remotely.  Our blended 
learning coordinator, Sally Ford will be emailing students with instructions and making support available throughout 
the day to reduce the educational impact of the bubble closure. Please contact Mrs Ford, if you or your child are 
experiencing any problems or barriers accessing learning during self-isolation on sally.ford@colstonsgirls.org. 
 
We have collected a student voice from year 11 of their experience of learning during self-isolation and welcome 
any comments from parents and carers via email to Mrs Ford.  
 
Social time 
Thank you to everyone who has been in contact regarding the groups of six for social time-we are very nearly 
completion of this piece of work. To clarify it is your child and a group of five friends who would make up the group 
of six. 
 
Face coverings update 
If you haven't already been in touch about your child not being able to wear a face covering please can you do so by 
Monday morning on laura.carleton@colstonsgirls.org.  We will then can update our Risk Assessment and put the 
appropriate measures into place. Please can you talk to your child about the fact that some students are wearing 
sunflower lanyards to indicate that they cannot wear a face covering and not all disabilities are visible. 
 
Role of parents in monitoring online bullying and unkind messages   
A message from Ms Carleton - As school staff, we know that students achieve their full potential when they feel safe, 
secure and supported. One of our core focusses at Colston’s Girls’ School is a commitment to preventing and 
addressing bullying behaviours. For the school to carry out its duty of providing all students with a safe environment 
in which to learn, grow and develop – the school seeks to enlist the support and cooperation of all parents in the 
school community.    
 
The consequences that can be suffered by both the victims of bullying and those who have inflicted distress on their 
peers have been well documented in the media. We are clear that very few students-- if any – who engage in these 
behaviours are fully aware of the horrible short-term and long-term scars left on students targeted by bullying 
behaviour.  
 
As you know, bullying behaviours can occur off school grounds and outside of school hours, but we still want to be 
part of the solution. As school staff we understand the importance of our partnership with you. To support the school 
in this, we urge you to take time to speak about this very important issue with your child so they can be clear that 
online bullying and unkind messages can have a devastating consequence to both its perpetrators and victims.   
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 We ask parents and carers to be regularly checking in with your child to see if they are the object of bullying. We 
need you to ask questions because sometimes children who are the object of bullying are often reluctant and even 
fearful to admit they are. We know that children can be quiet, even to their parents or friends, because they fear 
the bullies, and they fear the bullying will become worse if they bring authority figures into the situation. Please 
discuss what it means to be a bystander, and the negative role this can indirectly have by being seen to support this 
behaviour.     
 
I hope this matter assures families and also presents the challenges and the opportunities to make school and life a 
happier place for all young people.  Please contact your child’s tutor if you need to report concerns about bullying. 
 
Lockdown Video Messages for Communities  
As part of the messaging on the national lockdown restrictions that came into place on Thursday 5th November, the 
Equalities and Inclusion Team have recorded video messages in six different languages (Polish, Punjabi, Somali, 
Bengali, Urdu and Arabic) that cover the current government guidance, the importance of adhering to the rules and 
also information on where to find additional support. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzBMJEVI_oKmf_QCT-_bBRjo_6FYZt7If 

 
Year 9 
Year 9 assessments are currently undertaking assessments in lessons based on the normal timetable and these will 
continue until Wednesday 2nd December. If your child needs to self-isolate or is absent from school due to illness, 
we will make arrangements for the papers to be completed at home. If there are any issues, please email  CGS-
examofficer@colstonsgirls.org with details of your query. 
 
Year 9 and Year 10  
West of England Career Inspiration Show Wednesday 25th November 2020 9.00-12.00 this will be accessed remotely 
in lessons in school (students who are at home will be given access log-ins and will be expected to follow the CGS 
guidance on Acceptable Use to keep themselves safe and secure online) more detailed information about the event 
is being sent to parents/carers of year 9 and year 10 students. 
  
Year 11 Mocks 
These begin on Monday and last for two weeks. To reduce the potential spread of Covid and to enable the students 
to sit at a desk, we have decided to move all of the year 11 mock exams to the rooms in the year 9 bubble and to re-
room year 9 into the year 11 rooms for two weeks. Year 11 will sit the exams in House groups and will remain in the 
same seat for the fortnight. By doing this there may also be the possibility of year 9 doing some practicals in the year 
11 rooms over the fortnight.  Anyone who is absent will have their paper posted home at the end of the day. A 
reminder that the timetable for Year 11 mocks is Y11 Mock Timetable Link.  
 
A message from Ms Hargreaves to all year 11s: a massive well done to year 11 who have demonstrated such 
resilience and responsibility during their isolation period. It has been lovely to see so many students engaging with 
the remote learning which has allowed for some amazing revision lessons to be taught. Next week year 11 will be 
starting their mock exam weeks which is such a great opportunity for them to show us the results of their hard work 
not just from year 11 but year 10 and in many subjects in year 9. These results will not be used for the end of year 
grades as the vast majority of students significantly improve their grades above their mock exam in their real GCSE's. 
However, this will give students and teachers a good understanding of the topics and revisions we need to focus on 
for the next few months in the lead up to GCSE's. Students will be given their results in their classes with their 
teachers who will go through the paper with the students so they know what they might need to improve on. I wish 
them the best of luck for the next two weeks and I know they will all do their best and show us how hard they have 
been working for the past few years. 
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Lunches 
A range of hot and cold food is available for pre-ordering from our kitchen. 
Please click HERE to make your choices for next week.  Please pre-select orders by 11pm on Sunday 22nd November 
2020 and ensure there is enough money to cover money owed and planned future lunch orders.  Many thanks for 
your continued support. 
 
Virtual Parents and Carers Evening 
Our first virtual parents’ evening was a really positive event and we will be running remote parents’ evenings for the 
foreseeable future – year 13 is next week. Some parents and carers have even suggested that they are an 
improvement on meeting in person – it certainly helped all the appointments to keep to time! 
 
Attendance 
Thank you for your continued support in working with us on our attendance measures and for ensuring that your 
child arrives at school in good time in the morning. Having a good start in the morning when we get ourselves 
together sets us all up for the day and we do ask that students arrive at the bubble in good time. With the special 
arrangements over the next fortnight with year 11 Mocks and both year 9 and year 11 being displaced over the next 
fortnight, it is even more important that students arrive when they are supposed to as a member of staff will be 
leading those students through the school to their relevant space. Thank you for your support with this. 
 
Tutoring 
If you have any feedback on the new tutoring arrangements, please do contact Ms Carleton on 
laura.carleton@colstonsgirls.org 
 
After school 
If any students or their parents and carers experience any problems after school, please do reiterate to your child 
the fact that they can either call us on the school number or return to reception for support. Reception is staffed for 
at least an hour after the formal end to the school day and a member of the Senior Leadership Team remains in 
school on duty daily until 5.30pm (5pm on a Friday) in order to support students with any issues they may have. 
 
I hope you and your families are safe and well. 
 
With kind regards, 
 

 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 
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