
 

 

 
 
 
 
21 May 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
I am always incredibly grateful for the hard work and dedication of our CGS staff. This term has placed the workload 
and responsibility burden of producing, invigilating and marking Teacher Assessed Grades (TAG) alongside all the 
usual daily tasks of teaching. I am really grateful to all the parents and carers who have taken the time to send kind 
messages of support. Thank you to everyone for showing patience and understanding in their interactions with our 
staff over these last few challenging weeks. We are looking forward to 8th June when we can get back to what we 
love – teaching and learning. 

 
School Day from 8th June 2021 
Monday 7th June is an INSET day (students will be staying at home). From Tuesday 8th June until the end of term we 
will be returning to our normal longer school days. Please find attached to this email our School Day from 8th June 
2021 and also be available to view on our website and parent portal.  

 
Term 6 Updated years 7 – 9  
As our year 11 students move towards their ‘Summer Passport’ work this gives us the opportunity for other year 
groups to access more specialist spaces across the school site. Year 10 will continue to access these for the GCSE 
courses according to the timetable. Years 7 – 9 will be taken by class teachers for specific subjects when appropriate 
to different areas in the school such as science labs or drama spaces. COVID secure measures are still in place for 
year group bubbles and students will be escorted to and from their zone by class teachers. We look forward to 
enhancing the curriculum further for KS3 students across term 6 with more specialist facilities whilst maintaining 
zoned areas and year group ‘bubbles’.   

 
Year 11 End of TAG Assessments and ‘Summer Passport’ 
Year 11 have shown great resilience and determination throughout the challenges of the last year. They have their 
last TAG assessment (English) in the morning of Friday 28th May. We will be following their English assessment with 
an end of TAG celebration assembly. Heads of House will join their houses for a Teams assembly followed by 
lunchtime on our tennis courts. We will use the steps to take a whole year group photograph (these will be made 
freely available to all students). Students will also be allowed to use their mobile phones to take photographs of 
each other and to ‘sign their shirts’ if they wish. If any student does not want to take part, they will be allowed to 
leave at the end of period 4 (1.05) with all students leaving at the end of lunchtime (1.45). Phones will only be 
allowed on the tennis courts (to ensure the younger students are not included in any photographs). 
 
Our more formal celebration event is being planned by the Leavers’ Committee and will take place in the afternoon 
of Thursday 17th June. Ms Hargreaves is supporting the students in planning the event and will provide further 
details in due course. All staff at CGS are looking forward to seeing year 11 celebrate the end of a tough year and a 
fantastic five years of hard work and achievement. 

 
Next week, Ms Hargreaves and Ms Donovan will go through our Leavers and June plans with year 11. I have attached 
the Careers newsletter for parents and carers who are keen to begin planning work experiences with their child. 
However, we would encourage all students, parents and carers to be reassured that we have in school support 
available for work experience planning. Moreover, we would recommend that students take a break in the holiday 
before starting on their summer plans. The ‘Summer Passport’ guide has a table that sets out the events we have 
planned for year 11 in June. Individualised letters will be sent out to all students and parents/carers to provide clear 
information on attendance for each day. All year 11 students are legally required to remain in full time education 
until the last Friday of June. Our plan involves a mixture of in school and remote activities, but we can also provide 



 

 

full time in school provision for any students whose parents cannot keep them safely at home to complete the 
remote elements of the programme. Please complete this form if you require this provision. 

 
Uniform Support Funds 
Monkhouse Investing in Your School and Community 
Throughout the process, we have been mindful of the need to balance keeping our students looking smart with 
keeping the costs down. All families of students joining the school in September will be made aware of the various 
support funds available to them, including the valuable help offered by our PTA. As next year progresses, it will be 
possible to apply for assistance from the Venturers Trust Hardship Fund to support updating to the new uniform.  

  
Trace and Trace Support Payments 
Please find details of the Track and Trace payments scheme that parents and carers may be eligible for. This allows 
eligible families to claim financial support due to costs incurred when needing to self-isolate: Trace and Trace 
Support Payments. If you have any questions please contact testandtracepayment@bristol.gov.uk  
 
Home testing 
Thank you to everyone who continues to complete home testing, this is making our community safer and preventing 
the need for bubble closures. Public Health England have asked schools to share the link below to explain why it is 
important to report the test results in our national fight against Coronavirus: 
Why reporting a test results is as important as taking a test 
 
Complaints about parking on pavements around CGS 
Our beautiful building and city centre location are real assets to the school. However, we all recognise the 
challenges of driving and parking on Cheltenham Road. I have received a complaint from a member of the public 
who witnessed and was inconvenienced by illegal parking by parents/carers waiting to collect their child. Please do 
ensure that you follow the Highway Code, road safety and vehicle rules when dropping off and collecting your child. 
Parking further away from school and asking your child to walk to meet you makes it much easier for everyone to 
share our limited space safely. 

 
Happy Maps  
HappyMaps is a new website created by NHS doctors, to help parents, teachers, and others to support children and 
young people’s mental health. For each section, the NHS have drawn together the best websites, helplines, books, 
Apps and videos so it’s easy to find the right resources for each age-group. Topics range from pre-school behavioural 
issues to supporting mental health in young adults. There is also a self-help page for young people, a professional 
section, a SEND section, and a section on mental health and COVID. HappyMaps is now a charity in its own right, 
with over 71,000 users all over the UK since launch. The NHS doctors responsible for HappyMaps are hoping this 
will become a first port of call for families looking for advice and support. The website is www.happymaps.co.uk. 

 
Medical Information for Students 
Please could all parents/carers complete a Medical Form linked HERE.  If your child is currently taking any prescribed 
medication, please also complete the Parental Agreement to Administer Medicine linked HERE. Thank you to all 
who have already completed these forms.  Any questions please contact our First Aider Mrs Dushaj at 
suada.dushaj@colstonsgirls.org. 
 
Lunches 
A range of hot and cold food is available for pre-ordering from our kitchen.  Please click HERE to make your choices 
for next week.  Please pre-select orders by 11pm on Sunday 23 May 2021 and ensure there is enough money to 
cover money owed (please note: only students who eligible for free school meals are not expected to pay for their 
lunches – all other student accounts will be charged).  Many thanks for your continued support. 
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Mini whiteboards and whiteboard pens 
A reminder for your child to ensure they are bringing their mini whiteboard and pen to all lessons as part of their 
required equipment.  All students were given one free at the start of the year.  If they need to replace this, they can 
be purchased from stationary shops/supermarkets or from Amazon.   
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 


