
 

 

 
 

22 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I have been delighted with the attendance of all year groups in Live Remote Learning (LRL).  Yesterday, for example, 
attendance figures across the year groups were: 
 

− Year 7   97% 

− Year 8   97% 

− Year 9   96% 

− Year 10  96% 

− Year 11  97% 

I will be sending out certificates to students who attend 100% of their LRL lessons. We are also seeking to ensure 
that students are more than just attending, but also engaging and progressing in their learning. Our teachers are 
working in department teams to develop innovative ways of engaging students and measuring their learning and 
progress. We are keen to celebrate those students who enthusiastically contribute to LRL, as well as finding inclusive 
ways of ensuring everyone can show their learning.  
 
Each fortnight we are gathering remote behaviour for learning information, using this to celebrate students’ hard 
work and commitment as well as to target additional support where it is needed.  
 
One of the defining features of this lockdown has been teacher collaboration and innovation, every day our teaching 
and support teams are finding new ways to improve, sharing good practice and supporting each other. If your child  
is experiencing any difficulties in accessing lessons please do contact angus.burgess@colstonsgirls.org 
 
Parent/Carer Voice Survey 
Please can you complete the following survey for all students (years 7-13).  Please can you complete this by Monday 
8 February 2021.  We really do appreciate this feedback, especially regarding our Live Remote Learning. 
 

Parent/Carer Voice Survey 
 

Rapid Asymptomatic Testing  
There has been much in the news this week about Rapid Asymptomatic Testing using Lateral Flow Devices. At the 
start of the term secondary schools were asked to create facilities to be able to carry out three types of testing: 
 
 1.  Mass testing of students on their return to school for the spring term (this involves two tests taken 3-5 days 

apart).  
2.  Regular testing of staff once a week  
3.  Daily contact testing or serial testing for 7 days of staff or students who have been in contact with a positive 

case thus meaning they do not have to isolate. 
 
On Wednesday the Department of Education wrote to schools saying ‘Daily contact testing was initially introduced 
into secondary schools and colleges with the agreement of Public Health England, based on the best scientific 
understanding available at the time. NHS Test and Trace and PHE have reviewed their initial advice in light of the 
higher prevalence and rates of transmission of the new variant and concluded that these changes in the virus 
warrant further evaluation work. This evaluation will consider the impact of using daily contact testing instead of 
self-isolation to make sure it is achieving its aim of breaking chains of transmission and reducing cases of the virus 
in the community’. 
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We will continue to provide test types 1 and 2. But have not yet, and will not, unless the advice changes offer testing 
type 3.  
 
Having taken three tests since returning to school, I certainly feel the benefit of this additional safeguard. However, 
we have to remember and remind the students that a negative result does not replace the need to follow all of our 
other COVID safe measures: 
 

− staying home when feeling unwell 

− ensuring everyone at the school cleans their hands more often than usual, including when they arrive at 

school, when they return from breaks, and before and after eating - this will be done with soap and running 

water or hand sanitiser 

− wearing of face masks in communal areas 

− ensuring good respiratory hygiene, by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

− keeping rooms well ventilated 

− enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces regularly throughout the day 

− minimising contact and maintaining distance, as far as possible 

− zoning the school into bubbles 

− adapting all school spaces to reduce time spent face to face  

 
Yesterday the Education Secretary, Gavin Williamson announced that schools will be given two full weeks’ notice 
prior to students returning to on site learning. Mass testing will form an essential element of ensuring that 
asymptomatic cases are identified and isolated to protect everyone and prevent the need for year group bubble 
closures. If you have not already, please complete the consent form below for COVID testing (you can use this 
form to tell us that you do not want your child to be tested), this will allow us to know exact numbers in each year 
group and plan our mass testing programme. 
 

Online Consent Form 
 
Thank you to the parents and carers who volunteered to be part of the testing programme. 
 
The awarding of qualifications in summer 2021 
Ofqual and the Department of Education announced a consultation on their proposal for the awarding of 
qualifications (including GCSEs, A Levels and BTECs) in the summer. Mrs McClean has given presentations to years 
11 and 13 explaining the proposal and encouraging them to take part. I also encourage all our parents and carers 
of years 11 and 13 to read the proposal and take part in the consultation for GCSEs and A Levels and (where relevant 
to your child) BTECs . In summary the Ofqual and DfE proposal is: 
 
'We propose that in summer 2021 a student’s grade in each subject will be based on their teachers’ assessment of 
the standard at which the student is performing. In the absence of exams, our view is that teachers, once provided 
with the necessary guidance and training, are best placed to assess the evidence of the standard at which their 
student is performing. 

 
In summary we propose that:   

− students would continue with their education during this academic year  

− students would be assessed by their teachers in a period beginning in May into early June  

− teachers would submit grades to the exam boards by mid-June   

− external quality assurance by the exam boards would be ongoing throughout June  

− results would be issued to students once the QA process is complete, most likely in early July  

− student appeals could be submitted immediately following the issue of results and would first be 

considered by schools and colleges 
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The consultation ends on 29th January and we hope that we get clarity on how the teacher assessment will work 
before half-term. Once we know how students will be assessed we will adapt our teaching plans and provide all our 
students with as many opportunities to showcase their learning as possible. Until we know the outcome of the 
consultation we will not be issuing grades including year 11 mock examinations. When we know how students will 
be assessed we will be able to review all our internal data, provide students and parent/carers with further 
information about current performance and their next steps. I understand that year 11 are disappointed by this; 
their teachers will provide them with marks and individual 1:1 feedback.  
 
Y10 & 11 Core PE Lessons  
A reminder that each week all year 10 and 11 students should be engaging in some form of independent physical 
activity. All students are allocated 2hrs each week to complete the PE assignment set at the start of the lesson.  It 
is recommended that students engage in at least 1 hours’ worth of physical activity during this lesson.  
 
Remote Learning Time allocated to PE Lessons  

Yr10 – Every Thursday P3/4 (11:00 – 1:05)  

Yr11 – Every Wednesday P3/4 (11:00 – 1:05)  

The incorporation of PE into remote learning provides students with the opportunity to spend time away from their 

screen and learn through the physical.  

Students have the option to choose from over 90 activities on the PowerPoint provided or design their own 

workout.   

Students should then complete a quick 10-minute PE Form to log the exercise they completed.  

All submitted forms will be reviewed by the PE department to identify levels of participation.  

If a student is unable to participate in their lesson due to injury/illness or technical issues, then they should 

communicate this to their PE teacher at their earliest convenience.  

Food and Nutrition  
Whilst in lockdown, we are setting project-based lessons through Microsoft Teams in years 7,8 and 9. In years 10 
and 11, students are studying topics in line with the OCR exam board specification. Lessons may involve an optional 
practical cookery activity. We would like to reiterate that these activities are not compulsory and can only go ahead 
if there is an adult present to supervise.   
 
If your child wishes to participate in the practical tasks, it is essential that you as a parent/carer are also involved 
and agree to provide the appropriate supervision before they begin. If this supervision cannot be provided, then 
the activity should not take place. For your reference, safety measures will be outlined on Microsoft Teams and 
within the set tasks. Please note it will not hinder your child’s attainment if they are not able to take part in practical 
tasks and there will be alternative work provided in its place.  
 
Thank you for the continuing messages of support and thanks that are being sent in by parents and carers.  These 
messages are shared with all staff and are much appreciated. 
 
With kind regards, 
 

 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 
 
 


