
 

 

 
 
 

25 September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
The rise in the R rate of the coronavirus is a national concern. I was pleased to see the government prioritising 
children and young people’s education. In his live televised address on Tuesday evening, the Prime Minister said 
coronavirus is a "struggle humanity will win" as he imposed fresh curbs on socialising and urged the British public 
to come together to defeat the virus. As educators we share this determination to stay open and provide face to 
face lessons to our students. In order to make this possible we ask everyone in our community to be as vigilant in 
their home lives as we are in school. We thank everyone for being part of this massive collective effort where the 
actions of every individual are helping to keep our school safe and open. 
 
I have below a link to useful FAQs from Bristol City Council along with a letter from Public Health England to parents 
and carers about Covid-19 Symptoms, these are both also available on our website.  I found the FAQs particularly 
useful. 
 

 Bristol City Council FAQ 
 Public Health England Letter to Parents re Covid-19 Symptoms 

 
Staff and Sixth Formers encouraged to download the government’s contact-tracing app 
 
More than one million people have downloaded the government's contact-tracing app for England and Wales 
within its first day of release. NHS Covid-19 instructs users to self-isolate for 14 days if it detects they were nearby 
someone who has the virus. It also has a check-in scanner to alert owners if a venue they have visited is found to 
be an outbreak hotspot. We encourage all staff and Sixth Formers to download the app and support this national 
effort. 
 
Using technology to develop blended learning 
 
Blended learning is an approach to education that combines online educational materials and opportunities for 
interaction online with traditional classroom methods.  
 
To date, no one, who has been on site at CGS, has received a positive COVID test. But we do have members of our 
community who are needing to self-isolate as they await test results. We are making good progress towards being 
able to deliver a quality learning experience to our students even when they have to self-isolate. As well as 
supporting self-isolating staff to work and teach from home.  
 
In all these cases we only expect staff and students to work from home when they are well, anyone who is suffering 
from illness should take time to rest and recuperate before returning to work and school 
 
Aligned to this, we are working hard to put in place all of the plans, technology, protocols and systems that will 
enable us to move seamlessly to live remote learning should we need to. Started this week and due for completion 
next week we are: 
 
- completing an audit of our students’ access to technology in their homes – help is available for students living 

with technology poverty 
- enhancing our safeguarding and GDPR protocols to allow students to join lessons even when they are self-

isolating at home 
- self-isolating staff have worked from home making calls to support self-isolating students 



 

 

- colleagues have trialed teaching their classes from home (both with the whole class in the classroom and with 
the class in a computer room with earphones) 

- trials of students self-isolating joining lessons in school 
 
To enable us to assess the feasibility of this we are asking all parents and carers who would find it difficult to provide 
their child with a device (computer/laptop/ ipad/tablet/smart mobile phone) and/or access to the internet for the 
duration of the school day to complete the google form below – replies are required by Wednesday 30 September 
2020. If you require any help in completing this form, please call 0117 9424328 or email reception 
info@colstonsgirls.org for support. It is important that we know of any barrier to joining in live remote learning of 
every student in school so that we can help. 
 
IT Device Google Form 
 
I have been inspired by the way CGS teachers are boldly experimenting with this new technology and by the 
response from our fantastic students. 
 
Name change vote 
 
Three year 11 students (Heidi Szynkaruk, Sophia Bailey and Hemlata Pant) launched our name consultation with a 
live Teams lessons to the whole school community (over 950 people) on Monday 21 September. The school is alive 
with intelligent, thoughtful and respectful debate and discussion culminating in the vote that will take place next 
week. Please do encourage your child to engage with the conversation and use their vote. 
 
Further information and resources are on our website and every student will have dedicated lesson time given to 
educating and exploring this momentous decision. 
 
Lunches 
 
Many thanks to all the parents and carers who have participated in our trial pre order lunch system.  Thank you for 
your patience in terms of monies being deducted from your Parent Pay lunch accounts this matter has now been 
resolved however there are a number of accounts which do not have enough credit in them to cover the cost of 
lunches already taken.  Please ensure there is enough money to cover money owed and planned future lunch 
orders. 
 
Please can we remind those who qualify for free school meals still need to order but will not be charged.  If you 
think you may qualify for free school meals please look at the Bristol City Council website and follow their 
application process, by clicking https://www.bristol.gov.uk/schools-learning-early-years/free-school-meals. 
 
Please pre-select orders by 11pm on Sunday 27th September 2020. 
 
Many thanks for your continued support.  Please click https://forms.gle/EahWzw5LdXbxPPv87  to make your 
choices. 
 
Attendance procedures 
 
Thank you to everyone who has phoned or emailed promptly over the past few weeks if your child has needed to 
be absent from school. A reminder that the earlier you can do this in the morning, the more helpful this is to us. 
The email address is attendance@colstonsgirls.org and the number is 0117 942 4328 option 1 where you can leave 
a message. Please give us full details of your child’s symptoms and tell us clearly if they have the key Covid 
symptoms: 
 

- a high temperature 



 

 

- a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours 

- a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or things 
smell or taste different to normal 

We now have an additional member of staff in school listening these telephone messages from 7.30am daily.  
 
We do need students to arrive at school at the allocated time for their bubble as clearly the whole point of the 
staggered times it to ensure that year groups are not mixing. For this reason, if students are late form Monday, we 
will be issuing level two detentions which will begin next Tuesday after school. These last for 15 minutes and you 
can see if your child has a detention (or hopefully that they are accruing lots of House points!) by logging on to 
Class Charts. We will also be operating a Level Three 30-minute Head of House detention on a Thursday from next 
week in the event of more serious incidents and a one-hour Level Four SLT detention on a Friday. In the event of 
your child receiving a Level Three or Level Four detention you will be notified in advance of this. 
 
Assistant Heads of House 
 
We have appointed three Assistant Heads of House who are non-teaching members of staff. In the event of needing 
to contact a member of the pastoral team can I ask that you contact them in the first instance. They will be working 
closely with the Heads of House and will be more readily available to speak to you than Heads of House, who teach 
for most of the day. 
 
They are; 
 

Mrs Griffin is supporting Curie, Frank and Parks Houses on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and can be 
contacted on Helen.Griffin@colstonsgirls.org 
Mrs Karadag is supporting Curie, Franks and Parks Houses on a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and can be 
contacted on Karen.Karadag@colstonsgirls.org 
Miss Webster is supporting Austen and Johnson Houses Monday- Friday and can be contacted on 
Bethan.Webster@colstonsgirls.org 
 

Cycling to school 
 
It has been fantastic to see more students cycling to school, to support these students they have permission to 
wear their PE to school every day they cycle in. Every student who has registered to cycled to school (please email 
info@colstonsgirls.org to register) will be given a cycle permit. This will ensure that we manage the number of 
spaces for cyclists and will show all staff that the student has permission to wear their PE kit. 
 
I hope you, your families and loved ones are well and thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 


