
 

 

 
 
 
31st December 2020 
 
Further Important Changes to Return to School for January 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carers 
 
Yesterday, Gavin Williamson addressed the House of Commons to update on the return to schools in January. He 
announced that the staggered start to the January term will be extended to “allow more time so that every school 
and college is able to fully roll out mass testing of all pupils and students”.  
 
Here is a summary of our staggered return to school in January: 
 
The week beginning Tuesday 5th January: 
 
- Only vulnerable children and children of key workers in years 7-13 should be on site (more information on this 

below).  
- Every year group will have live remote lessons taught by their normal teacher and following their usual timetable, 

wherever possible. Students will be emailed guides on how to access their lessons on Microsoft Teams. 
- For years 7 and 8 this will be interspersed with some creative and practical work away from devices. 
- The year 12 BTEC exams will go ahead as planned. 
- The year 11 1:1s and practical/performance additional sessions will be delayed until the following week. 
- The year 13 mock examinations will be delayed until the following week (all year 13s will be reissued with mock 

examination timetables). 
- Years 11 and 13 will have live remote learning lessons with their teachers in the same way as all other year groups. 

There will be no p6 exam support lessons – feedback from the year 11 bubble closure has shown that six hours 
of computer-based learning is too much, and staff will instead set alternative exam support activities. 

 
Whilst our teaching team will continue to teach their normal lessons to all of their classes, our SLT, non-teaching and 
wider Trust team will undertake all the training and preparation required to begin the mass testing programme the 
following week. 
 
In the week beginning Monday 11th January: 
 
- Vulnerable children, children of key workers in years 7-10 and 12 and all students in years 11 and 13 should be 

on site. 
- Years 7-10 and 12 will have live remote lessons taught by their normal teacher and following their usual timetable 

wherever possible. 
- For years 7 and 8 this will be interspersed with some creative and practical work away from devices. 
- Year 12 mock examinations will be delayed until the following week and year 12 will continue to have live remote 

lessons (all year 12s will be issued with new mock examination timetables). 
-  Year 11 will have the planned 1:1s and practical/performance subject additional sessions this week (we will 

reissue the guidance on this to the parents and carers of year 11s next week). 
- Year 13s will be revising at home and attending school for their mock examination. 
- Testing will begin, prioritising staff, students on site and exam cohorts. We are ambitious to offer testing to all 

year groups this week and will provide further information shortly. 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-sets-out-school-contingency-plans-for-england


 

 

 
In the week beginning Monday 18th January: 
 
All students in years 7-11 should return to on site learning with year 12 completing their mock examinations and 
some year 13 attending live remote learning from home as part of the V6 mock examination timetable. We will re-
issue full guidance on the V6 mock examinations next week. 

Critical Worker’s Children 

Critical worker parents/carers and the parents/carers of vulnerable students can choose for their child(ren) to come 
to school or to stay at home and access the lessons remotely via Microsoft Teams. We will contact all critical worker 
parents/carers on Monday 4th January and confirm that we are expecting your child in school.  

Please do not send your child(ren) into school without having confirmed this with us. We need to plan carefully for 
the correct number of students and to ensure COVID safety on site for all. If you do not receive a confirmation email 
from us in the morning, please call reception. 

Vulnerable Students 
 
The parents and carers of vulnerable students; including those with SEND in years 7-13 will be contacted by their key 
workers individually. All these students are welcome to come into school, but their parents/carers can also agree 
with their key worker for them to join lessons remotely via Microsoft Teams where this is best for the student.  
 
Students attending school will be supervised together in a computer suite and will access the same lessons that 
their classmates will be joining on Microsoft Teams at home. All students on site will need to bring their own 
headphones if possible. All students attending school should wear their usual school uniform/PE kit and bring in 
a packed lunch. Students who receive FSM will have a packed lunch provided for them. Each year group should 
arrive at their normal time and entrance before school; moreover, the usual before school and homework club 
arrangements will be in place. 
 
Laptop Loan 
 
We have already identified students who do not have any device to access lessons via Microsoft Teams and 
arrangements will be made to contact the parents/carers of these students on Monday 4th January for laptop loans 
to be collected by parents/carers for these students.  The DfE have only provided us with 16 laptops for the whole 
school and we ask parents and carers to only request devices if they have no other way for their child(ren) to join 
lessons remotely without them. If you newly require help from school to enable your child to attend lessons remotely 
and have not registered this with us previously, please complete this form. If we are not able to remove your 
child(ren)’s barriers to accessing learning from home, we will seek to provide a place at school on site instead. 
 
Testing 
 
Since writing to you on 18th December, I now know much more about the requirements of the rapid and the serial 
testing that schools have been asked to put in place. This extra week of preparation time is most welcome and will 
enable us to ensure that our site and staff are fully prepared and able to provide our students with the best 
experience possible of the testing process.  
 
Testing is important because staff and students without symptoms could be carrying the virus and may spread it to 
others. Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and students to remain in 
school safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. By testing, we will help to 
stop the virus spreading and help to keep our school open as safely as possible. The test is voluntary, but I would 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZL4mLX2FClbMFY6nOhD3KSD10Ii6yGP0C6bx2ElEiCRJNsg/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

encourage everyone to take it. We will be testing all staff and school students who want to participate from week 
commencing Monday 11th January 2021. Full details, consent forms and test times will be provided next week. This 
testing would be optional, no child will be tested without their parent/carers’ consent. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has already got in touch; if any more parents or carers are able to support with the work 
associated with testing, please complete our volunteer application form and return to my PA, Debbie Kirk by email 
debbie.kirk@colstonsgirls.org. Next week I will contact volunteers to offer them roles that suit their availability. 
 
All live remote learning will start on Tuesday 5th January following our INSET day on Monday 4th January. 
 
I promise that this will be my last letter of the year! And will take this opportunity to wish you a happy and healthy 
New Year; I look forward to seeing you all in 2021. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 

http://www.venturerstrust.org/555/application-forms
mailto:debbie.kirk@colstonsgirls.org

