
 

 

 
 
 
 
7 May 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
Update on Montpelier High School Uniform 
Our new Montpelier High School uniform will soon be released and it is a great blend of traditional items and new 
ones! It is now being made by Monkhouse uniform providers, with the new MHS logo, as designed by Suffia Khanan, 
being embroidered on to our navy blazer and jumper and an updated, navy sports holdall. The PE polo top and 
hoodie will remain sky blue and have the MHS logo added. The MHS items will be teamed with our distinctive navy 
kilt and white, reverse-collar blouse and usual navy PE skort. Thank you to all the parents/carers, students and staff 
who have shared their views with us throughout the last year and helped us to make these decisions on the new 
MHS uniform – the new logo preview items look excellent. 
 
The new, full uniform policy will be shared later this term. Throughout the process of putting together the policy, 
we have been mindful of the need to balance keeping our students looking smart with keeping the costs down. All 
families of students joining the school in September will be made aware of the various support funds available to 
them, including the valuable help offered by our PTA. As next year progresses, it will be possible to apply for 
assistance from the Venturers Trust Hardship Fund to support updating to the new uniform. In-line with feedback 
collected this year, we are maintaining many of our colour-schemes and styles, whilst adding our lovely new logo. 
 
In the consultation process it became clear that parents/carers opinions were equally balanced between being in 
favour of keeping the hat and not. The student feedback was overwhelmingly in favour of not having a compulsory 
hat. After much thought, we have decided to phase it out as a compulsory item, giving those students who already 
own a hat the opportunity to gain some wear of it at special events, whilst moving to it being an optional item for 
new Year 7 pupils, from September 2021, to help reduce the overall expense of buying new uniform. If students in 
Years 8 to 11 have mislaid their hat, there are many in Lost Property, which can readily be handed out, to avoid the 
need to replace one. 
 
Our new MHS uniform is likely to be shown on the Monkhouse website in early June. We are hoping that it will be 
available to purchase by July, though Monkhouse have advised us that there are a number of worldwide shipping 
problems at the moment – please see the notice from them about this Monkhouse - Communication to Parents. 
With an awareness of this and the aim of keeping costs down for parents/carers, we will be allowing a transition 
period from the CGS to MHS uniforms, as summarised below:  
 
For the coming school year: September 2021 to July 2022: 
Year 7 – all new MHS uniform, with the hat as optional. 
Years 8 to 10 – an interim period where CGS uniform can still be worn, with compulsory hat for special events. New 
purchases being MHS uniform. 
Year 11 – welcome to continue to wear CGS uniform, with compulsory hat for special events. No requirement to 
update to MHS. 
 
From September 2022: 
All year groups to wear the new MHS uniform, with hat as optional for years 7 and 8. Hat compulsory for years 9 to 
11. The hat will be phased in as an optional item as the year groups progress through the school. 
We are excited that this new chapter in the history of our school will officially begin this September.  

 
Current uniform expectations 
Can we clarify that students should only be wearing PE kit on the days on which they have PE, and of our 
expectations around jewellery. Jewellery must not be worn with school uniform. One pair of conventionally worn, 

file:///C:/Users/Debbie.Kirk/Downloads/Monkhouse%201.pdf


 

 

plain gold or silver small stud earrings, i.e. one in each ear lobe only may be worn. No other piercings of any kind 
will be permitted, including upper ear, facial, tongue and nose piercings.  
 
We will be communicating further around how we will be supporting students and parents around meeting our 
high standards for uniform next week.  

 
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) 
As you may already be aware, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE), along with Health Education, is now part of 
the National Curriculum.  
 
As part of our school’s wider Personal, Social and Health Education programme, your child will continue to receive 
lessons on relationships, sexual health and personal safety. 
 
Please see here a link to the updated PSHE/RSE Policy at Colston's Girls' School on our website page. 
 
Schools are required to consult with parents when developing and reviewing their policies for Relationships 
Education and RSE, which will inform schools’ decisions on when and how certain content is covered.  
 
The purpose of the updated curriculum is to provide knowledge and understanding of safe and healthy relationships 
based on respect. This is to encourage the development of safe and healthy relationships throughout life. The 
subject is designed to help children from all backgrounds build positive and safe relationships, and to thrive in 
modern Britain. 
 
Please see here a link to a parent consultation survey - please could you respond to the survey by 14th May. 
 
You do have a right to withdraw your child from sex education delivered as part of RSE in secondary schools which, 
unless there are exceptional circumstances, will be granted up to three terms before your child turns 16. At this 
point, if the child themselves wishes to receive sex education rather than be withdrawn, the school should make 
arrangements for this to happen in one of the three terms before the child turns 16 - the legal age of sexual consent. 
 
There is no right to withdraw from Relationships or Health Education at secondary level and we believe the content 
of these subjects – such as family, friendship, safety (including online safety) – are important for all children to be 
taught. However, we are confident you will share our enthusiasm for the successful implementation of the new 
PSHE curriculum, which we feel will benefit all of our students.  
 
If you wish to withdraw your child from the sex education component of PSHE this request needs to be made, in 
writing, to either myself of your child’s Head of House. Please make this request at the beginning of the academic 
year as this will allow us to make alternative arrangements for your child during these lessons. All requests for 
withdrawal will be followed up with a conversation in order to ascertain which particular lessons you would like 
your child to be withdrawn from or have concerns about. 
 
I have linked here the PSHE curriculum overview so that you as parents/carers can see approximately when 
particularly sensitive topics will be delivered. If you have any concerns/questions you are welcome to contact me 
to discuss the programme further sarah.dukes@colstonsgirls.org. 
 

Iftar 
The new head student team are currently collaborating on creating an Iftar presentation to celebrate Ramadan. 
They would be grateful for anyone to participate in either sending a photo/video or writing a small message 
explaining what Ramadan means to them, please send to info@v6bristol.org  with the title 'Iftar' to be received on 
Monday 10th May. All items shared will be used for our tutor time assembly and will then be deleted - they will not 
be shown or shared outside school. 

 

http://www.colstonsgirls.org/640/subjects/subject/148/pshe
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tTyLmAisLkyOXzIX-qMjqsC399ws8a5Diy6A980gLSRUNDAzV05CN1RVM0RUQ0E0VEhFMFo1T1M4TS4u
file:///C:/Users/Debbie.Kirk/Downloads/PSHE%20Curriculum%20Overview%202021.pdf
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We would also love for everyone to share their Iftar recipes or family stories/traditions as it would be lovely for 
everyone to discover new foods and customs. Everyone is welcome to join in whether you’re fasting or not. It would 
be especially amazing for those not fasting to get involved and learn about Ramadan and possibly chose a day to 
try fasting. Students, Parents, Carers and Staff are all welcomed to join in. 

Appropriate social media use 
We have been made aware this week of an incident where students in KS3 have been taking publicly available 
images of our staff on our website and sharing on social media with inappropriate comments. We ask parents to 
be mindful of the content students may be sharing on social media and would like to highlight that we take such 
incidents very seriously and will seek to sanction students if they are discovered to have created and/or shared 
images and content in this way. Parents are reminded that most social media accounts, including popular sites such 
as Instagram, Snapchat, Tiktok and Twitter have a minimum age use of age 13. 
 
Mini Whiteboards and Whiteboard Pens 
At the start of the year all students were provided with a free mini whiteboard pen in order to enhance teaching 
and learning.  A number of students are forgetting to bring these in therefore impacting on teachers' ability to check 
student understanding and make learning more interactive.  Please remind your child that this is a required piece 
of equipment that they should be bringing to all lessons.  If your child has lost their whiteboard and pen, they can 
be purchased very cheaply from a number of retailers/supermarkets or on websites such as Amazon.  Example - for 
a box of pens or for a mini whiteboard and pen.    
 
If your child is eligible for Pupil Premium funding and you would like assistance with funding a replacement, please 
let your child's Tutor know. 
 
Medical Information for Students 
Please could all parents/carers complete a Medical Form linked HERE.  If your child is currently taking any prescribed 
medication, please also complete the Parental Agreement to Administer Medicine linked HERE. 
Thank you to all who have already completed these forms.  Any questions please contact our First Aider Mrs Dushaj 
at suada.dushaj@colstonsgirls.org. 
 
Lunches 
A range of hot and cold food is available for pre-ordering from our kitchen.  Please click HERE to make your choices 
for next week.  Please pre-select orders by 11pm on Sunday 2 May 2021 and ensure there is enough money to cover 
money owed (please note: only students who eligible for free school meals are not expected to pay for their lunches 
– all other student accounts will be charged).  Many thanks for your continued support. 
 
NSPCC – New Helpline 
The NSPCC (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children) have launched a new helpline for children 
and young people who are experiencing abuse at school, and adults who are in need of support and guidance.  The 
organisation have been working with the Department for Education to provide the dedicated helpline, Report 
Abuse in Education, which launched on 1st April 2021.  This initiative comes as a result of a high number of 
anonymous testimonials submitted to the Everyone’s Invited website, documenting abuse in schools, colleges, and 
universities.  
 
The helpline can be reached at 0800 136 663 or email help@nspcc.org.uk - New NSPCC Helpline (mailchi.mp) 
 
Scholastic Book Club Reminder 
This is a reminder that there is still time to order from Scholastic Book Club! Closes FRIDAY 7th MAY. 
 
Please use this link https://schools.scholastic.co.uk/colstons-girls-school/digital-book-club to browse the latest 
books and order online.  For every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club, our school will earn 20p in Scholastic 
Rewards which will be used to purchase additional resources for the school.  There is a huge selection on offer, 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/BIC-Velleda-1721-Whiteboard-Pens/dp/B001ARZD0E/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=whiteboard+pens&qid=1620136506&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUE5Wko1NUtDNVVSQ0smZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTAxNjA4NjdVUEQ1SEJaVTkzTkwmZW5jcnlwdGVkQWRJZD1BMDQ4MjA4NzVGNVlMQU81OVlXNyZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/BIC-Velleda-1721-Whiteboard-Pens/dp/B001ARZD0E/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=whiteboard+pens&qid=1620136506&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUE5Wko1NUtDNVVSQ0smZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTAxNjA4NjdVUEQ1SEJaVTkzTkwmZW5jcnlwdGVkQWRJZD1BMDQ4MjA4NzVGNVlMQU81OVlXNyZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/ATP-Desktop-PUPIL-Whiteboard-Marker/dp/B085CF4S7H/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=mini+whiteboard+and+pen&qid=1619779345&sr=8-7
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tTyLmAisLkyOXzIX-qMjqhFj5MlxdjRGuM7n9Ldx2vNUN0xHMUhDT1M1OVFQVEpOSlBNS0RUNkZaVSQlQCN0PWcu
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with a brilliant website that allows you to search by age and interest. Please place your order online by Friday 7th 
May 2021.  
  
Books will be sent from Scholastic to the school all together in one free delivery – once they have arrived into 
school the book orders will be passed onto students to take home.  Thank you so much for your support. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fschools.scholastic.co.uk%2Fcolstons-girls-school%2Fdigital-book-club&data=04%7C01%7CDebbie.Kirk%40colstonsgirls.org%7C6d316a9327a84f92044608d90fd6689a%7C988b3cb5ac084c2e8e5f3217faa323aa%7C0%7C0%7C637558235807757729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FVuq18a7C9XMFxeoJaCux4VVPb1hJZVedWcpMCA617k%3D&reserved=0

