
 

 

 
 
8 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

The Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, made a statement to the House of Commons on 

Wednesday about the closure of schools in England during the national lockdown. He stated that schools have 

not suddenly become unsafe but limiting the number of children and students who attend them is essential to 

curb the escalating cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) throughout the country and prevent the NHS from being 

overwhelmed. 

We have worked hard this week to meet all the key measures he set out to support the education of children and 

young people during the national lockdown including: 

- CGS is open for vulnerable children and the children of critical workers 

- We are providing high-quality live remote lessons well above the hours required by the DfE 

- Digital support to all families that require loan devices (we have now received the full allocation of laptops we 

requested from the DfE) and have loaned laptops to every family that requested support 

- We are applying to the government scheme that is working with the UK’s leading mobile network operators 

to provide free data to key educational sites  

- We are continuing to provide free school meals and are preparing food hampers for eligible students not 

attending school. 

 

The Secretary of State confirmed that students will not sit GCSEs and A and AS Level exams this summer. Together 

with Ofqual, the Department of Education will consult next week on how to fairly award all students with a grade 

to ensure they can progress to the next stage of their lives. We are following the updates closely and will provide 

all students in years 11 and 13 with teaching to complete their courses and will provide the widest possible range 

of opportunities to showcase their learning. 

We have also set up our testing station and have begun our testing of staff, critical worker’s children and 

vulnerable students. This will be well established in time for the mass testing of all our students as part of our 

planning for the full return of all students after February half-term. 

I am incredibly grateful for, and proud of, the way CGS staff have risen to this exceptional challenge, contributing 

to the national effort to combat COVID 19 and supporting our students and families. Over the coming weeks we 

will be working hard to improve on every aspect. As always, our amazing students have engaged enthusiastically 

with their learning. We hope that you have noticed a significant improvement in the remote learning experience, 

we are gathering student voice at the end of this our first week and will ask for your feedback next week. 

Remote Learning 

Ms Cooper, our teaching and learning lead, congratulates the students for their resilience and responsibility in 

ensuring they are accessing and engaging with learning in a mature manner. Where students experience subject 

specific problems they can contact their teacher. Where they experience technical problems (for example 

accessing TEAMs and logging onto accounts) we have two full-time remote learning co-ordinators available 

throughout every school day: 

Mrs Ford  sally.ford@colstonsgirls.org and Mr Burgess angus.burgess@colstonsgirls.org 

Remote Behaviour for Learning  

The very vast majority of students’ have engaged wholly positively with Live Remote Learning.  

We have, however, had two occasions this week where a lesson was interrupted and our acceptable use policy 

was not fully followed. We ask that parents and carers ensure that their children have an appropriate space in 
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which to work, away from distractions and able to fully concentrate. We hold our students to the same high 

standards in their remote as their in school learning and will be adapting our reward and behaviour systems to 

reflect our new way of working.  All staff have been asked to be super-generous with issuing House Points and we 

do really wish to focus on the positive. If students or parents/carers  would like to feed back with any comments 

regarding how they think we should adapt our reward and behaviour system, please contact Ms Carleton on 

laura.carleton@colstonsgirls.org by next Wednesday at 9am. 

Department of Education Offer – Increasing Data Allowance on Mobile Devices 

The Department of Education have launched a scheme to help support families who are using mobile data to help 

support their child’s online learning. The scheme is open to children and young people who: 

- Don’t have access to a fixed broadband connection 

- Cannot afford the additional data needed to access educational resources or social care services 

- Have access to a mobile device that uses a participating network 

- Are facing disruption to their face-to-face education, or have been advised not to attend school 

If you feel you would benefit from taking advantage of this scheme, please use this link and complete the form so 

we can collate the data and request support from the Department of Education on your behalf: 

We would like responses by the end of Wednesday 13 January please. 
 

Supporting FSM students  

We are currently trialing a hamper collection scheme for those students who qualify for Free School Meals (those FSM 

students who attending our current provision are having lunch provided on site).  

 

If you believe that your child would qualify for FSM, you will need to complete the application on the Bristol City Council 

website https://www.bristol.gov.uk/schools-learning-early-years/free-school-meals 

 

Attendance  

Attendance at Live Remote Lessons has been excellent – for example 95% attendance in year 10 yesterday. 

Students are expected to attend the online lessons in exactly the same way as if they were in school and to join 

the lessons promptly.  If your child is ill and unable to take part in the online lessons, please can you contact the 

Attendance Officer on 0117 942 4328 or attendance@colstonsgirls.org in the usual way. We will then log this and 

not contact you if your child does not attend lessons. Similarly, if your child is expected in school and cannot 

attend for any reason, please contact us, preferably before 7.30am and we can then update the register 

accordingly. 
 

Information evening for parents and carers of years 11 and 13 about the cancellation of summer examinations 

We understand that the cancellation of examination is a very unsettling announcement for our students and that 

they may, quite understandably, be worried about the implications for their attainment and progression to future 

study/career directions.  

Mrs McClean provided a briefing for both Y11 and Y13 students to clarify the situation and discuss frequently 

asked questions this week, and a live briefing via the Microsoft Teams virtual platform on the same topic but 

aimed at parents/carers will be provided on Thursday 14th January at 6-6.45pm (recording available on request 

afterwards). Please find the link here to access this information evening. This will replace year 11 parents and 

carers evening. 

At present we are awaiting further details regarding the process for grade allocation but please rest assured that 

we will support students through this period and will communicate with parents/carers and students as soon as 

we know the details of what is ahead. Our students have worked immensely hard over this year - whatever 

happens we will do everything we can to ensure that they are not disadvantaged through whatever system is 

agreed and put in place. It is essential that students continue to engage with their remote learning throughout 

this period. 
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Y11 applicants to V6 Sixth Form  

We are delighted to see that a record number of students have applied to V6 Sixth Form this year. All internal Y11 

applicants will be provided with a one-to-one meeting via Microsoft Teams as soon as possible with a member of 

the Sixth Form Team to enable them to discuss their applications, confirm their course choices, and ask any 

questions they may have regarding the sixth form and/or their application.  

We can reassure applicants that whatever the process of grade allocation finalised by the government, we will 

seek to support their entry into the sixth form where courses are appropriate for them to study.  

How to support your child in Maths for year 7 and 8 parents/carers 

The mathematics department often get asked by parents/carers how they can support their children with 

mathematics are recommended to attend online Zoom webinars run by Eedi (an educational organisation whose 

resources we often use in our lessons at CGS). The webinars aim to give parents of year 7 and 8 pupils an insight 

into the common issues children face when transitioning from primary to secondary school and how you can help 

them at home. You may still find the Year 8 webinar useful even if your child is in another year group. 

- Top 5 Maths Mistakes Year 7 Children Make and How You Can Help at Home  

Discover the common issues children face when transitioning from primary to secondary school and how you can 

help at home.  

Date: Thursday 14th January  
Time: 8:00pm  
 
- Top 5 Maths Mistakes Year 8 Children Make and How You Can Help at Home  

Discover the common challenges children aged 11-12 face in maths and how you can help at home.  

Date: Thursday 21st January  
Time: 8:00pm  
If you are interested in taking part, please sign up to the relevant Webinar here https://eedi.com/webinars  

Careers /Next Steps Advice  

We have been sending out Careers bulletins as well as opportunities for students to sign up for different career 

pathways  talks (remotely) to gain insight into  areas  that they may have some interest in pursuing.  We are 

currently arranging for 1:1 external careers advisors to be available for Y11 students. Year 9 students will continue 

to have their options taster sessions (remotely) with option subject leaders. All students have been given Grofar  

access which enables them to make a record and list their engagement with the different opportunities as well as 

their tutor time activities and assemblies – this will enable students to review what they have done and create an 

action plan of next steps.  

Tutoring arrangements 

Alongside Live Remote Lessons, we want to provide opportunities for students to experience our CGS community. 

As from next Wednesday (13th January) we will be holding a tutor time session for all students in years 7-11 with 

their (year) tutor. This will run from 2.45pm-3.45pm and attendance to it is compulsory. In this time, as well as 

assemblies and important information being shared, it will be an opportunity for the tutor group to get together 

informally, to check in with their tutor and to cover the tutorial programme. Year 12s will also have tutor sessions 

at this time to support them with their future planning and year 13 1:1 mentor appointments will resume next 

week.  

There will also be included the tutor power points, important PSHE information for students regarding Covid-safe 

news and explanation of Covid-19 testing. 

Covid safe news .pptx 

Rapid Coronavirus testing.pptx 
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Year 7 Updates from Miss Baggaley 

If your child would like to contribute a slide for next week’s assembly with a positive news story or a fun fact 

please ask them to send a google slide to katie.baggaley@colstonsgirls.org by 2.45pm on the Tuesday before the 

day of the assembly. It would be great to hear what the year 7 students are all up to during lockdown and some 

fun, positive news whilst we aren't all at school together. If you or your child have any questions or need to speak 

to a member of staff, please email their tutor in the first instance. I have put a list of the tutors' names for each 

house and their email below: 

• Year 7 Austen - Mr Bray - luke.bray@colstonsgirls.org 

• Year 7 Curie -  Mr Rutter - aiden.rutter@colstonsgirls.org 

• Year 7 Frank - Miss Bray - jess.bray@colstonsgirls.org 

• Year 7 Johnson - Mrs Lawrence - kirsty.lawrence@colstonsgirls.org 

• Year 7 Parks - Ms Trowbridge - kaitlin.trowbridge@colstonsgirls.org 

Year 8 Updates from Mrs Howell  

Very excitingly, the Lost and Found project is ongoing I would really appreciate student ideas to find a way to 

create something online.  I would appreciate your suggestions for the Lost and Found project before assembly on 

Wednesday. As with year 7 if a student would like to contribute anything else to the assembly, please send a 

google slide to Jenny.Howell@colstonsgirl.org by 2.45pm on the Tuesday before the day of the assembly and if 

you have any questions or need to speak to a member of staff, email addresses are: 

• 8.1 - Mr Martin - miguel.martin@colstonsgirls.org 

• 8.2 - Mrs Brittain- leonie.brittain@colstonsgirls.org 

• 8.3 - Miss Springham - jay.springham@colstonsgirls.org 

• 8.4- Miss MacDonald - frankie.macdonald@colstonsgirls.org 

• 8.5 - Miss McMahon - marianne.mcmahon@colstonsgirls.org 

• 8.6 - Mr Lewis - mike.lewis@colstonsgirls.org 

Year 9 Updates from Ms Jones 

Year 9 students will be receiving 30-minute GCSE taster sessions during their normal live lessons from Monday 

18th January until Friday 29th January and this will be in addition to their live year 9 assembly on Wednesday when 

I will go through the options process for this term. I will be sending out a reminder of the year 9 Options Process 

next week. Year 9 tutors are as follows: 

• 9.1 Miss Adams-Foot (katie.adams-foot@colstonsgirls.org) 

• 9.2 Ms Siddique (salma.siddique@colstonsgirls.org) 

• 9.3 Mr Shorrock and Mrs Dukes (simon.shorrock@colstonsgirls.org/sarah.dukes@colstonsgirls.org) 

• 9.4 Mr Greatrick (oliver.greatrick@colstonsgirls.org) 

• 9.5 Ms Pandya (sheila.pandya@colstonsgirls.org) 

• 9.6 Ms McCoy (emily.mccoy@colstonsgirls.org) 

Year 10 

We are delighted that Miss McGarry samantha.mcgarry@colstonsgirls.org and Mrs Gibbons 

gemma.gibbons@colstonsgirls.org will be leading both Austen House and Year 10 until Mrs Bettles returns from 

maternity leave.  

Year 10 Update from Miss McGarry and Mrs Gibbons 

We are really looking forward to working with Year 10 as well as Austen House. Here is a reminder of the Year 

10 Tutors and their email addresses: 

• 10 Austen - Miss Drozdowska - gosia.drozdowska@colstonsgirls.org 

• 10 Curie - Ms Gosrani - shaila.gosrani@colstonsgirls.org 

• 10 Frank - Miss Entwisle - sarah.entwisle@colstonsgirls.org 
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• 10 Parks - Mrs Sacker - sophie.sacker@colstonsgirls.org 

• 10 Johnson - Mrs Anderton - claire.anderton@colstonsgirls.org 

Year 11 updates from Mrs Hargreaves 

 A massive well done to year 11 who have been really engaging well with the live remote learning. A reminder 

that students are expected to attend every lesson. Over the next couple of weeks, I will be emailing all year 11 

students and putting onto parent pay the leavers hoodie which you will be able to order online so please look 

out for this email. If your child emailed me asking to be a part of the design team, I will also be emailing them 

separately about what you will be doing. There will be a live assembly during tutor time next week at 2.45pm 

where I will talk more about the hoodies, yearbook and a prom update. If students would like to get involved in 

the year 11 assembly to share some positive news or a fun activity, then please send it to me before the end of 

the day next Tuesday. If parents or carers or students have any questions or concerns, then please email your 

tutor. 

• 11 Curie-Mr Moffatt - michael.moffat@colstonsgirls.org 

• 11 Frank-Mrs Williams -  margaret.williams@colstonsgirls.org 

• 11 Austin – Mrs Thorne-  sally.thorne@colstonsgirls.org 

• 11 Johnson – Mrs Mumford- elea.mumford@colstonsgirls.org 

• 11 Parks – Miss Saffin - rachel.saffin@colstonsgirls.org 

Y11 parents’ evening has been replaced with an Information Evening from Mrs McCullagh and Mrs McClean (see 

more information above). 

 

Supporting Vulnerable students 

We aim to support our vulnerable students learning from home by providing these students with an appointed 

staff member who will make regular contact and provide bespoke support at this difficult time.  We will signpost 

students and parents/carers to relevant links and organisations to further help meet their needs. The CGS portal 

on our website has some useful hints and links towards studying and COVID. We will be conducting weekly reviews 

on how each student is engaging and progressing with their learning.  

Anti-bullying policy 

Our anti-bullying policy is being reviewed and we will be sending out a survey to both parents/carers and students 

in the coming weeks. This is a serious and important issue and we encourage everyone to help to develop our 

approaches. 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast club will be opening from 7.45am at the Blue doors. The doors will close at 8.00am. The doors will open 

again at 8.15am for all other students.  

I hope you and your families are safe and well at this difficult time. 

 
With kind regards, 
 

 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 
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