
 

 

 
 

6 October 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
As we come to the end of an historic week for CGS, I’d like to restate the message from my earlier letter this week 
about our vote to change our name. For some people, this announcement will be disappointing and for others it will 
be cause for celebration. I want to reassure you that we will not be erasing the history of CGS, it is a part of Bristol’s 
story which is now a permanent theme through our curriculum. However, we will be forging a new identity for our 
school, a place that champions diversity and inclusion; and this is the momentous beginning of a new chapter. 
Students in Working Party Four have been developing presentations for the Trust Board on possible alternative 
names. They will take a long list of names to the Trust Board next Friday; the Trust Board will create a short list to 
return to the students and staff for a second and final round of voting. We expect to announce our new name at the 
end of this half term. 
 
We have been given a generous anonymous donation from a member of the Society of Merchant Venturers to begin 
the name change work. We will not be diverting funds from teachers or teaching resources for this project. Uniform 
expectations will not change quickly. It will take many months to develop and design a new logo and crest and 
subsequent uniform change. Moreover, there will be a transitional period during which either uniform could be worn 
to school. We recognise that buying secondary school uniform is a considerable expense for our families and will 
ensure that everyone is able to get full wear out of the purchases they make. Furthermore, we will offer financial 
support to families who qualify. We will work hard to ensure that this change is wholly positive and inclusive of all 
our community. 
 
Self-isolating students joining lessons from home 
 
We would like all students (who are well enough) to join their lessons remotely from home. If your child is self-
isolating please inform us, when you call in to report their absence, if they are well enough to join live remote 
lessons. We will contact parents/carers and ensure that all our safeguarding processes are in place and fully 
understood and provide support to students to be able to join their normal lessons with their normal teachers 
remotely. We will mark their attendance to live remote learning lessons and will follow up any missed attendance 
to lessons as normal with parents and students. This week most of our self-isolating students have been able to 
attend all their lessons from home. Please ensure you have read and signed the important acceptable user policy 
documents below. For students with Special Educational Needs, joining live lessons may not always be appropriate.  
The Learning Support Department will work with students and parents/carers to identify the right approach to 
support them. 
 
We are working as quickly as we can to overcome the technical barriers and put in place the systems and processes 
that will ensure all our community are always able to teach, learn and connect. Six months ago we did not have this 
technology in school, now we are striving to make it a part of our ‘new normal’. Please bear with us as we iron out 
the technical challenges and do feedback your experiences so we can reflect, learn and improve.  Students should 
regularly check their emails if they are self-isolating and well enough to do so and use Teams to access links to live 
remote learning following the normal school timetable day and any lesson resources. 
  
V6 - Virtual Sixth form open event - Tuesday 13th October 6-7pm 
 
If you have a daughter in Year 11, please note that we are running our usual sixth form open evening as a virtual 
event this year. We will be running a live webinar on Tuesday 13th October from 6 – 7pm where 
parents/carers/prospective applicants to V6 Sixth Form will be able to hear details of how to apply to V6 and can ask 
questions. The link to access this will be available on our website.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
In addition, the following information will also be placed on our website shortly: 
 
 Subject-specific presentations giving details of all courses 
 A student led video tour of the V6 site and video introduction to V6 from Mrs McClean (Head of Sixth Form) and 

current sixth formers 
 A detailed presentation from Mrs McClean summarising what V6 has to offer students 
 Frequently asked questions regarding sixth form applications 
 
Students wishing to apply should read our entry requirements carefully and complete our online application form, 
both available here: http://www.v6bristol.org/918/admissions-2021-22 
 
Hard copy application forms are also available from pupil reception for completion and return to us, and any general 
enquires not addressed as part of the virtual event should be sent to info@v6bristol.org. 
 
Volunteers needed 
 
We are actively seeking adult (over 18) volunteers to support our school through the challenges of COVID. This can 
be small scale or larger scale depending upon your availability and other commitments. It could be working directly 
(in a COVID safe and supported way) with students or could be in a different capacity (administrative, maintenance, 
providing expertise). Full training would be provided to everyone before they begin any role at CGS.  
 
If any parents or carers would like to become a volunteer at CGS, they can fill in a volunteer application form (link to 
website application form) and returned to debbie.kirk@colstonsgirls.org who will then contact the two references 
and start the process for a DBS by contacting the person applying to be a volunteer. This process could take at least 
2 weeks.  A clear DBS is required before the person can start volunteering in school. 
 
Once we have an idea of the numbers and skills set of our volunteers we will agree with them the nature of their 
roles. Thank you in advance to everyone who is willing and able to help out. 
 
Parent/carer consent forms online  
Please find below links for the: 
 
 Image consent form if you have not already returned one in paper form click here 
 Acceptable Use form (please ensure that you have read the Acceptable Use Agreement  click here the Live & 
Remote Learning Protocols click here) 
 
News from our Heads of House 
 
Our wonderful team of Heads of House are keen to celebrate their amazing students. 
 
Austen – Mrs Phillips 

Reflecting on Term 1, it’s been a busy couple of weeks! Miss Webster and I are proud of the way 
you’ve focussed upon your studies and engaged positively with school life. I would like to acknowledge the efforts 
of Year 7 Austen students, who rose to the challenge in a unique set of circumstances to host a tutor charity 
challenge. Excellent resilience and planning skills to set up and run this event. You’ve set a high standard for other 



 

 

Houses similarly set this challenge. Well done! A big thank you to Ms Shail for supporting this too. As Term 1 draws 
to an end, it’s important to maintain this focus and build upon the good work I’ve seen, this is 
especially demonstrated by the House points awarded to Austen students. I would like Y11 students to consider 
the role they have in our House and the opportunity to become a Student Ambassador. Expressions of interest will 
be communicated in due course. I hope you will consider this opportunity and I look forward to meeting the 
new Austen House Student Ambassador team once appointed.   

Curie – Mrs Howell 
 
Being new to Curie House, I have been impressed with the fantastic start to the year that Curie students have made. 
Seeing the amazing research students have done into fantastic BAME women for Black History month has been really 
inspiring. I am proud to include their excellent work in my assemblies. I am particularly impressed with the fact that 
students have been demonstrating a quality that Marie Curie herself would champion - curiosity – and this is 
reflected in the fact that this is where Curie students have gained the most house points. I hope that they continue 
to follow in Curie’s footsteps in their school journey’s this year.   
 
Frank – Miss Baggaley 
 
Frank House has had such a fantastic start back to the new school year, reflected in us currently leading the way with 
House Points. This is a credit to Frank’s wonderful students, and all should feel extremely proud of their work ethic 
and positive outlook – I certainly am. Furthermore, Frank’s amazing student leaders are beginning to put together 
some innovative ways to celebrate and engage with Black History Month. Their ideas include a Black History Trail 
around Bristol where students will contribute ideas for places to visit around Bristol where they can see and find out 
more about the lives of individuals in Bristol who helped shape the city we know today.  
 
Johnson - Mrs Hargreaves 
 
It has been an exciting couple of weeks in Johnson with the new House leadership team being chosen and starting 
their new roles this year so a massive congratulations to those students. It is an amazing opportunity for these 
students to shape and contribute to Johnson House this year. It has also been amazing to watch the new Year 7’s 
settle into secondary school life and achieve lots of house points and they should be so proud of how they have 
conducted themselves so far at school.  
  
Parks – Miss Jones 
 
It has been a pleasure to return to the House system as Head of Parks. I have been so proud of how the students have 
returned and settled into lessons and into school life. We are also proud of how one of our Parks students was 
involved in the name change process. Considering and celebrating Black History Month has never been so 
important and seeing students’ contributions to the school’s murals and discussions around the name change, have 
been wonderful to see.  
  
Lunches 
Once again, many thanks to all the parents and carers who have participated in our trial pre 
order lunch system.  Please ensure there is enough money to cover money owed and planned future lunch orders. 
Please pre-select orders by 11pm on Sunday 11th October 2020. 
Many thanks for your continued support. Please click HERE to make your choices. 
 
Reflection Room  
As part of our inclusive community at CGS, we recognise that we have students from diverse range of faiths and that 
some of these students need a quiet area for reflection and contemplation during their unstructured times, such as 
at lunchtime. To facilitate this under current Covid conditions, we need to create a closed list of students to create 



 

 

a reflection room 'bubble' - please complete the Google form below by Thursday 15th October 2020 if your child 
requires access to this reflection room. Please note that students will not be able to consume food or drinks in the 
reflection room and they must understand it is a quiet room for all faiths. Reflection Room Google Form click here  
 
The government has issued new guidance on the use of face coverings when travelling to school 
Guidance on use of face covering when travelling to school or college 
Children aged 11 and over are legally required to wear a face covering on public transport in England, unless exempt 
for health, age or disability reasons. Coronavirus (COVID-19) usually spreads by droplets from coughs, sneezes and 
speaking. When used correctly, wearing a face covering may reduce the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) droplets 
in certain circumstances, helping to protect others.  
 
When students arrive to school we ask them to place their face coverings in a sealable plastic bag and sanitize their 
hands before entering the school building. We have risk assessments in place to enable students who need to wear 
face masks in school to do so. If your child needs to wear a face mask inside school, please contact your child’s Head 
of House/the Assistant Head of Sixth Form to allow us to put in place the safe processes to support this. 
 
Dropping students off safely  
 
If you are dropping off / picking up your child at CGS, please do so in a safe and legal manner – an operational bus 
and cycle lane runs in front of the school along Cheltenham Road, so cars should not be stopping here. A number of 
our parents/carers have been issued with tickets even for brief pauses along this section of the bus lane. We have 
also witnessed parents/carers dropping children off whilst their car is in the in the flow of traffic - there have been a 
few near misses with cyclists and one with a bus as a child ran across the bus / cycle lane. If your child does need to 
travel to / from school by car, please drop and pick off in a safe location away from the main road and the school 
entrance. 
 
Before the end of term, we will be providing separate year-based communication to ensure that all our parents and 
carers are able to fully support their child through the next term and into next year. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
With kind regards, 
 

 
 
Mrs Kerry McCullagh 
Principal 
 

 
 


